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Inspire — Education is everywhere you look. is published 

annually for the Pitt County Schools system, in collabora-

tion with The Times-Leader and The Farmville Enterprise. 

Contents of this publication are the property of Pitt County 

Schools and Cooke Communications North Carolina LLC 

and may not be reproduced without consent of the publisher. 

For information about this issue, please contact Travis Lew-

is at 252-830-4219. To advertise in this publication, please 

contact Angela Harne at 252-753-4126.

The 2018-19 school year marks 

two historic milestones for Pitt 

County Schools Early College 

High School — moving into a new 

16,750-square-foot facility and the 

JUDGXDWLRQ�RI�LWV�ÀUVW�VHQLRU�FODVV��
In addition to rigorous classes, 

competitive academic opportuni-

ties to excel and develop personal 

interests, students can earn college 

GHJUHHV�FUHGLWV� RU� WUDGH� FHUWLÀFD-
tions tuition free, all while remain-

ing in their community under the 

guidance and support of parents 

and nurturing teachers.



 Thank you for your interest in learning more about Pitt County Schools. Whether you have 
a child in one of our schools, you are considering us for your child’s education, or you are a curious 
member of the community, you can reference this publication to learn more about the many opportunities 
provided to the nearly 24,000 students who inspire us on a daily basis. 

 This magazine highlights our amazing schools, our wonderful staff and the programs and 
activities that are offered within our district. In all, Pitt County Schools is comprised of 16 elementary 
schools, six K-8 schools, seven middle schools, eight high schools and a pre-K education center. 
Additionally, we will share information about the extracurricular opportunities and academic programs 
that have helped Pitt County Schools achieve record graduation rates in recent years while providing each 
child a rigorous and personalized education.

 As one of the 15 largest school systems in North Carolina, we are fortunate to be located in a 
county that is among the state’s fastest growing and features a thriving business, medical and educational 
community. It is our goal that all residents and visitors will be aware of the many outstanding things 
happening each day in our schools.

 We celebrate every child and challenge every learner in Pitt County Schools. We want all of our 
students to become happy, healthy, productive contributing members of society. This magazine is just one 
way that we are highlighting how we achieve this goal. You can also visit our website pittschools.org to 
learn more about us.

 Thank you again for your interest in Pitt County Schools.

Kindest regards,
Dr. Ethan Lenker
Superintendent
Pitt County Schools



Pitt County Schools Early College High School soon begins its fourth 

year of operation. In doing so, it reaches two historic milestones. 

The 2018-19 school year is expected to open with the Pitt Early College 

Wolves in a spacious, new den.

In partnership with Pitt County Schools, Pitt Community College built 

a 16,750-square-foot facility not far from where the early college high 

school opened in mobile classrooms in 2015 with just 75 freshmen. Each 

year, another grade level and another 75 students have been added.

When school closed for the year in May, 202 students occupied seven 

classrooms in two mobile units and had spilled over into four classrooms 

in the nearby Russell building.

Ultimately, 10 classrooms are needed. The building contains eight 

classrooms with room to build on another two classrooms in the future. 

Until then, students will still need to trek to three classes in the Russell 

building.

Ideally, it would be best for high school students to remain together 

in one building for the sake of oversight and safety. However, learning 

to navigate a small portion of the vast community college campus has 

provided the young students an even better taste of the college experience.

“At least now, the bulk of our students will be in one place instead of 

three,” said principal Wynn Whittington.

Instructional coach Elizabeth Martin added, “We are pleased to have 

what will feel like a permanent home. What a great statement of invest-

ment by Pitt Community College to collaborate with Pitt County Schools 

on building this.”

Another memorable milestone will be Pitt County Schools Early Col-

OHJH�+LJK�6FKRRO�ZLOO�JUDGXDWH�LWV�ÀUVW�VHQLRU�
class. Approximately half of the seniors will 

make up the Class of 2019. The other half will 

return as “super seniors” the following year to 

ÀQLVK�XS� WKHLU� UHPDLQLQJ� FROOHJH� FRXUVHV� IRU�
their degree.

The early college allows students to earn 

DQ�DVVRFLDWH�GHJUHH��WUDGH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�RU�WZR�
years of college credits right along with their 

high school diploma without having to pay tu-

ition fees. 

In addition to saving families money, stu-

dents are able to remain in their community 

under the guidance and support of parents and 

nurturing teachers.

While students must go through an application and selection process, 

students from anywhere in the county and all rising freshman from all 

middle schools are welcome.

The early college concept began as a way to better prepare students for 

working and living in the 21st century. The primary focus is on students 

ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ÀUVW�LQ�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�WR�DWWHQG�FROOHJH�DQG�WKH�GLVDGYDQ-

taged who might otherwise not attend college.

The early college high school model has 

proven to be highly successful in bringing to-

gether diversity and academic excellence.

The 2017-18 student body consisted of 73 

Hispanics, 67 African-Americans, 57 whites, 

three Asians and an American Indian, plus six 

other freshmen, sophomores and juniors — 87 

percent were economically disadvantaged.

The early college offers many of the same 

academic opportunities for students to compete, 

excel and develop personal interests. However, 

LW�GRHV�QRW�RIIHU�VSRUWV��ZKLFK� LV� MXVW�ÀQH�ZLWK�
teens who simply want a good education.

With all these characteristics, it is easy to 

Brenda Monty

Pitt County
EARLY
COLLEGE
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“We want the kid that wants to be here, wants to 
change their life forever, and we feel like we do that.”

- Wynn Whittington

see why early college students are a unique 

breed. They are often the ones who typically 

get lost or left out in large, traditional high 

schools.

 “We want the kid that wants to be here, 

wants to change their life forever, and we 

feel like we do that,” Whittington said. 

“There are a handful of children that if they 

were not in our program would have prob-

ably quit school, because they didn’t have 

the supports that we’re able to given them. 

You’re looking for the blue-haired kid that 

doesn’t conform. … They don’t want to do 

sports. They just want to go to school and get done and go to work.”

Students are accepted based on their merit, ability — and grit.

The early college program is rigorous, but because the school is small 

and classes average between 15 to 18 students, students and staff are able 

to truly get to know and care about each other. This adds greatly to the 

teachers’ ability to recognize students’ strengths, weaknesses and individ-

ual needs and the students building trust in their teachers.

´,�NQRZ�HYHU\�NLG·V�QDPH��7KH\�FRPH�VLW�LQ�P\�RIÀFH��DQG�ZH�VKRRW�
WKH�EUHH]H�EHWZHHQ�FODVVHV��:H�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�LURQV�LQ�WKH�ÀUH�HYHU\�GD\�

here, but it just is not like that tradi-

tional high school. You’re not chasing 

kids down for discipline issues. These 

children will run through a brick wall 

for you because they know you care. … 

This is what it’s all about,” Whittington 

said. 

He loves being the principal at the 

early college, calling it “the best gig in 

town.”

In building the school from scratch, 

Whittington was able to accumulate a 

small but outstanding staff of 10 teach-

ers and four support staff.

Jonathan Gay teaches social studies at Pitt Early College. He has expe-

rienced the challenges of traditional school. He also previously taught at 

Bertie Early College in Windsor.

“I wanted to move to the Greenville area but wanted to stay in an early 

college system,” he said of his motive. “You really build those relation-

ships with the kids. We still have kids that have challenges, and all of 

RXU�NLGV�DUH�QRW�VWUDLJKW�$��KLJK�Á\HUV��DQG�WKDW·V�2.��:H�KDYH�D�JRRG�
environment; those strong relationships between the staff spill over with 
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the students. One of our strengths is the family environment. … That’s 

GHÀQLWHO\�ZK\�,�ORYH�LW�µ
Pitt Early College is innovative and STEM focused. 

The school has separate computer coding groups for boys and girls.

´:H�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�JLUOV�EHFDXVH�IHPDOHV�DUH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�XQGHU�UHSUH-
VHQWHG�LQ�FRGLQJ�FDUHHUV��:H�UHDOO\�ZDQWHG�WR�RIIHU�JLUOV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKHLU�FRGLQJ�VNLOOV�LQ�D�VDIH��OHVV�FRPSHWLWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW�µ�
Martin said.

7KH� JLUOV·� ODWHVW� SURMHFW� LV� D�ZHDWKHU� VWDWLRQ� WKDW�PDWK� DQG� VFLHQFH�
FODVVHV�FDQ�XVH�WR�VWXG\�UHDO�ZRUOG�SUREOHPV�XVLQJ�ORFDO�GDWD��7KH�ER\V�
KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�FRGLQJ�IRU�D�JDPH�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�D�\HDU��ÀJXULQJ�
RXW�KRZ�WR�ZULWH�FRGH�IRU�WKH�YDULRXV�VNLOO�OHYHOV�
´(QJDJLQJ�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�UHDO�ZRUOG�SURMHFWV�UHDOO\�NHHSV�

WKHP�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKHLU�OHDUQLQJ�µ�0DUWLQ�VDLG��
$V�VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVHG�DQG�PDWXUHG��H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYL-

WLHV�KDYH�JURZQ��
´2XU�6WXGHQW�*RYHUQPHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ�KDV�EHFRPH�PRUH�DFWLYH�ZLWK�

ROGHU�VWXGHQWV�µ�0DUWLQ�VDLG��´:H�WU\�WR�GR�D�ORW�RI�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJV�DV�
WUDGLWLRQDO�KLJK�VFKRROV�µ

Students compete in club and academic competitions alongside tra-

GLWLRQDO�VFKRROV��ZLWK�3LWW�(DUO\�&ROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�EULQJLQJ�KRPH�ÀUVW�
SODFH� DZDUGV� DQG�PRQHWDU\�SUL]HV� IRU� WKHLU� LQQRYDWLYH� LGHDV� DQG�DFD-
demic achievements.

6WXGHQWV� KDYH� WKH� DELOLW\� WR� WDNH� DV�PDQ\�3LWW�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�
courses as they can handle during high school. Martin previously 

ZRUNHG�DW�6RXWK�&HQWUDO�+LJK�6FKRRO��DQG�VKH�VDZ�WKLV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WR�
D�UHPDUNDEOH�GHJUHH�
´:H�KDG�RQH�EULOOLDQW� VWXGHQW� WKDW�ZHQW� WKURXJK�HYHU\�FRXUVH�3&&�

RIIHUHG��+H�ÀQLVKHG�DOO�KLJK�VFKRRO�PDWK�LQ���WK�JUDGH��WKHQ�DOO�RI�3LWW·V�
PDWK�FRXUVHV��6WXGHQWV�KDYH�VR�PDQ\�PRUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�QRZ�µ�0DUWLQ�
VDLG��UHIHUULQJ�WR�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�DUUD\�RI�3LWW�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�FRXUVHV��
´7KH\�FDQ� WUXO\�FUDIW�DQ� LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�SDWK�DQG� WKHUHIRUH�PDNH� WKHLU�
education more meaningful and be more engaged in it. All students can 

GR�WKDW��EXW�LW�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�VR�KHUH�DW�WKH�HDUO\�FROOHJH�µ

THERE IS A 
SUPERHERO IN ALL 

OF US, WE JUST NEED 
THE COURAGE TO 
PUT ON THE CAPE.

- SUPERMAN
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The Pitt County Board of 
Education recently began the 
process of preparing to open a 
new early college high school 
on the campus of East Carolina 
University.

Innovation Early College High 
School is located in the D-wing 
of the Brewster building on the 
university’s campus, which faces 
10th Street in Greenville.

Jennifer James, previously the 
principal of Stokes School, is 
the principal of the early college, 
which opens in the 2018-19 school 
year.

Pitt County Schools and 
East Carolina University began 
collaborating a few years ago.

“They brought in different 
stakeholders to brainstorm how to 
develop an early college on East 
Carolina’s campus. Superintendent 
Dr. Ethan Lenker and Mary Carter 
with Pitt County Schools and Dr. 
Sharon Kibbe and Dr. (Christopher) 
Locklear (the vice provost of 
academic success at East Carolina 
University), who both work at 
ECU, worked together on the 
proposal to send to the Department 
of Public Instruction,” James said.

The process began a few years 
ago. 
-DPHV�PRYHG�LQWR�KHU�QHZ�RIÀFH�

in May 2018 and over the summer 
the classrooms in Brewster were 
renovated.

Innovation Early College High 
6FKRRO� ZLOO� EHJLQ� ZLWK� LWV� ÀUVW�
cohort of 55 students. The school 
will continue to accept 55 new 
students each year, making the 
opportunity to be accepted into the 
program competitive for those who 

apply.
“ I n n o v a t i o n 

Early College High 
School takes the place 
of a traditional high school 
for those who are accepted. It 
will be a Monday through Friday 
program from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Students will arrive and take their 
high school classes, which will 
be honors courses taught by Pitt 
County School teachers,” James 
said.

On top of their typical high 
school class load, students will also 
engage in university courses.
,Q� WKHLU� ÀUVW� \HDU�� VWXGHQWV� ZLOO�

take COAD 1000, a basic entry to 
college course, and kinesthesiology 
1000, the equivalent of a freshmen 
physical education course. 

East Carolina University 
professors will go to Brewster to 
engage with the students in those 
classes.

“In their sophomore and junior 
years, students will begin going 
on to the university campus to 
take courses. Students will have 
the opportunity to earn up to 60 
university credit hours from East 
Carolina University,” James said.

A selection committee reviewed 
more than 110 Pitt County middle 
school student’s applications and 
interviewed 75 students to narrow 
GRZQ�WKH�VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW����
´7KH� SURFHVV� ZDV� GLIÀFXOW� GXH�

WR� WKH� KLJK� QXPEHU� RI� TXDOLÀHG�
applicants, who displayed 
both the intellectual and social 
knowledge to succeed in taking 
high school courses on a university 
campus,” James said. “We had a 
lot of students who were strong, 

determined, 
knew what 
they wanted to 
do and see this as a 
good opportunity. It 
ZDV�GLIÀFXOW� WR�QDUURZ�
down the students.”

The applications and 
interviews were scored using a 
rubric, which helped to determine 
who would be a part of the 55 
students in the introductory class.

“We have representation from 
all of the attendance areas in the 
county,” James said.

James was “refreshed” to see 
students who had already decided 
on their career paths and were 
willing to put in the hard work to 
achieve their goals, she said.

“I didn't know those things when 
I was in eighth grade. It's just really 
cool to see kids who have goals and 
are willing to take the opportunity 
to meet those goals,” James said.

Some advantages of attending 
high school on a university campus 
include helping students realizing a 
dream they may not have originally 
known of or thought attainable, 
according to James.

“Some students may not have 
thought they would be able to be a 

lawyer 
due to 

their home 
OLIH�� ÀQDQFLDO�

situation or 
being in a one-

parent home. We are 
going to support
students as they work 

towards their 60 credit 
hours, so that when they become 
seniors or
JHW�LQ�WKHLU�ÀIWK�\HDU��WKH\�VHH�WKH�

potential of getting their bachelor’s 
degree,” James said.

Another advantage James sees 
is acclimating to a new setting. A 
student may have faced bullying 
or may feel “lost” in a large crowd 
of students while attending high 
school. The smaller class sizes can 
help those students excel in a closer 
environment with teachers and 
faculty.

James expects the class sizes to 
average 18 students.

James looks forward to the 
excitement of a brand new school 
year and the unique advantages 
attending a non-traditional high 
school can provide.

Jake Keator
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Allison Setser will enter her 23rd year in education in the 2018-19 

school year. She is the 2017-18 District Principal of the Year.

The New Jersey transplant and East Carolina University graduate be-

gan her tenure with Pitt County Schools at Eastern Elementary School. 

6KH�VSHQW����\HDUV�DW�WKH�VFKRRO�DV�D�ÀIWK�JUDGH�WHDFKHU��6KH�WKHQ�VSHQW�
time at E.B. Aycock Middle School as a sixth grade teacher and then 

became an assistant principal for the district. She began her principal 

career at Bethel School before being transferred to H.B. Sugg and Sam 

D. Bundy elementary schools.

“I love kids. I love inspiring kids, getting them excited about learn-

ing and developing them into leaders,” Setser said. “I loved school and 

learning. It has become a joke that I loved school so much I never left.”

The administrators over her career path quickly realized Setser was 

a born leader. She thoroughly enjoyed her leadership role in her class-

rooms and wanted to expand her impact beyond her class walls.

“What a better way to impact children than to lead a whole school the 

way my classroom was,” Setser said.

She set out to become a principal. She accomplished her goal.

“I loved the Bethel community. It was a great place to be, but Farm-

ville is my home,” Setser said.

Setser served as the assistant principal at H.B. Sugg and Sam D. Bun-

dy elementary schools for several years before being named principal 

at Bethel School. When she was named principal of Sugg-Bundy, she 

was elated.

“I knew the staff and families, and I wanted to make big changes,” 

Setser said. And changes she did make.

The culture changed, she said.

Angela Harne

PRINCIPAL
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“There were 34 beginning teachers here when I 
was assistant principal. Turnover was constant. Now 
turnover is low. Many teachers are contacting me to 
come here. We are getting top candidates,” Setser 
said with pride.

By year two in her new role as principal, Setser 
advocated for Sugg-Bundy to become the district’s 
ÀUVW�HYHU� $9,'� �$GYDQFHPHQW� 9LD� ,QGLYLGXDO� 'H-
termination) elementary school. She was granted the 
title.

She also launched Club Fridays and started themed 
GD\V�� OLNH� 6FLHQFH� 'D\�� 6RFLDO� 6WXGLHV� 'D\� DQG�
Schools-a-Palooza. 

Her staff backed her up. She cannot do it alone, 
Setser said.

Science and social studies are typically “neglected” 
subjects, so Setser wanted to highlight them and the 
career paths available to students. Both days feature 
representatives from science and social studies-based 
companies.

“They are whole day events. It is a lot of work but 
so much fun, and our students are learning. To watch 
a child hug a cow or see where honey comes from 
or play an instrument with an East Carolina Univer-
sity student — learning does not just come from a 
WH[WERRN��6FLHQFH�'D\�DQG�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�'D\�PDNHV�
learning come alive,” Setser said with a smile. “They 
DUH�WDNLQJ�VHOÀHV�ZLWK�NDQJDURRV�DQG�WU\LQJ�VXVKL�µ
7KURXJKRXW�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�'D\��VWXGHQWV�WUDYHO�WKH�

world. Each hallway represents a different country 

featuring food and crafts.
“Each year, I want to add a day,” Setser said, adding this school year 

ZLOO� IHDWXUH�0DWK�'D\�� ´$� GD\� RI� JDPHV� DQG� UHDO�ZRUOG� H[SHULHQFHV��
Kids must see the reasoning in learning. They need to be literate. They 
need to be able to function in the world. With technology, our students 
are unable to communicate as well, but with hands-on experience, they 
laugh and talk to people. Education is more than a multiple choice test.”

The special days “add another layer of instructional” opportunity, she 
said.

Setser is grateful to her staff, who embraced her leadership and drive.
´0\�ÀUVW�\HDU�KHUH��,�DERXW�NLOOHG�P\VHOI�GRLQJ�DOO� WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�E\�

myself. By year two, I turned it over to my staff, who stepped up and 
have taken leadership and ownership of our days,” she said. “By year 
WKUHH��ZH�VWDUWHG�UHÀQLQJ�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUH�GRLQJ�WR�PDNH�LW�EHWWHU��,·P�QHY-
HU�VDWLVÀHG��DQG�,�EHOLHYH�ZH�RZH�LW�WR�WKH�NLGV�WR�JHW�EHWWHU�µ
6HWVHU� SXVKHV� WKH�PLQGVHW� RI� JURZWK� DQG�*5,7� �*LYH� LW� \RXU� EHVW��

Redo if needed. Ignore negatives. Take your time).
“I’m always pushing harder and want more. Our children deserve the 

best and the best school,” she said. 

Nominated by her peers, Setser is appreciative of the Principal of the 
Year title.

“I wanted my school recognized,” she said. 
8QGHU�6HWVHU·V�OHDGHUVKLS��+�%��6XJJ�DQG�6DP�'��%XQG\�HOHPHQWDU\�

VFKRROV�DUH�KRPH�WR�&XVWRGLDQ�RI�WKH�<HDU�&HGULF�%ORZ��7HDFKHU�$VVLV-
WDQWV�RI�WKH�<HDU�0RQLFD�'XSUHH�DQG�-XG\�0RRUH��2IÀFH�3HUVRQ�RI�WKH�
<HDU�'HQLVH�0HZERUQ��0HGLD�&RRUGLQDWRU�RI�WKH�<HDU�$QLWUD�&RRN�DQG�
7HDFKHU�RI�WKH�<HDU�ÀQDOLVW�.HOVH\�3KLOOLSV�

“I have the best staff. I work them to death between our clubs, Palooza 
DQG�6FLHQFH�'D\��EXW�WKH\�VHH�WKH�EHQHÀWV�ZLWK�RXU�NLGV��,W�H[FLWHV�PH�WR�
see our kids excited to come to school,” Setser said.

Sugg-Bundy is one of a few community schools within the district, ac-
cording to Setser. She takes pride in the partnership she and her schools 
have with Paul Briney, the principal at Farmville Middle School, and 
%UDG�-RKQVWRQ��WKH�IRUPHU�SULQFLSDO�DW�)DUPYLOOH�&HQWUDO�+LJK�6FKRRO�

“We work together, and our community supports us,” Setser said. “I 
am very proud to be a principal. We are on the cusp of greatness.”

Sugg-Bundy is home to 130 teachers and faculty members and 840 
students.

I’m always pushing harder and want more. Our 
children deserve the best and the best school.

- Allison Setser
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Pitt County 2017-
18 Teacher of 
the Year aims 
to promote 
inclusion for 
exceptional 
children.

Jake Keator

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
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Teachers are a special breed. Unlike most, who make 

their career decisions based on monetary gains or 

SHUVRQDO�EHQHÀWV��WHDFKHUV�FKRRVH�WR�WHDFK�GXH�
to the simple fact they enjoy helping and 

SXVKLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�VXFFHHG��
Teachers want to help prepare the 

next generation for the many chal-

lenges life can present and work 

WR�KHOS�WKHP�RYHUFRPH�VXFK�RE-

stacles. 

(YHU\�\HDU��RQH�3LWW�&RXQW\�
teacher is selected to receive 

the special honor of Teacher 

Of The Year. Wahl-Coates 

Elementary exception-

DO� FKLOGUHQ·V� WHDFKHU� -XOLH�
%ULFNKRXVH�HDUQHG�WKH�KRQ-

or for the 2017-18 school 

year. 

%ULFNKRXVH� EHJDQ� KHU� FD-
UHHU�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�������DI-

ter realizing her initial dream 

of becoming a physical therapist 

ZRXOG�QRW�SDQ�RXW��
´'XULQJ� WKH� VXPPHUV�� ,� ZRXOG�

work at the United Cerebral Palsy 

Center in Charlotte and at a separate 

VFKRRO�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��MXVW�WR�
VHH�LI�,�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG��,�HQGHG�XS�ORYLQJ�

LW�DQG�NQHZ�WKDW�ZDV�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�µ�%ULFN-

KRXVH�VDLG�RI�KHU�H[SHULHQFH��
7KUHH� \HDUV� ODWHU��%ULFNKRXVH� EHJDQ� KHU� WHQXUH� LQ� 3LWW�&RXQW\�

working at Eastern Elementary with children with disabilities. She then 

arrived at Wahl-Coates in 2016.

:KLOH� VRPH�PD\� QRW� EH� XS� WR� WKH� WDVN� RI�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK� H[FHSWLRQDO�
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�WKH�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�VLWXDWLRQV�LW�FDQ�FUHDWH��%ULFNKRXVH�
enjoys coming into school and working with her assistant teachers, Pat 

3DJH�DQG�6\OYLD�6XJJV��WR�KHOS�KHU�VWXGHQWV�EHFRPH�DV�LQGHSHQ-

dent as possible. 

´,W·V�IXQ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�WKLQN�RXW�RI�WKH�ER[�WR�ÀJXUH�
RXW�KRZ�WR�KHOS�WKHP�EHFDXVH�HYHU\RQH�LV�VR�LQGL-
YLGXDOL]HG�µ�VKH�VDLG�
,Q� RUGHU� WR� EH� QRPLQDWHG� IRU� 3LWW� &RXQW\�

7HDFKHU� RI� WKH� <HDU�� %ULFNKRXVH� PXVW� ÀUVW�
have been selected Teacher of the Year at 

her school.

When she had learned she had received 

the award at the school level, she was 

VKRFNHG�DQG�KXPEOHG�
´,�KDYHQ·W�EHHQ�KHUH�WKDW�ORQJ��DQG�LW�UH-

ally meant a lot to know that other people 

who work here see what we do in the class-

URRP��,W�ZDV�D�VXUSULVH��DQG�ZH�UHDOO\�DSSUH-
FLDWHG�WKH�UHVSHFW�µ�%ULFNKRXVH�VDLG�
$W�WKH�3LWW�&RXQW\�7HDFKHU�RI�WKH�<HDU�EDQTXHW�

RQ�0DUFK����%ULFNKRXVH�OHDUQHG�VKH�ZDV�D�ÀQDOLVW�
for the award.

´,W�DOPRVW�IHOW�OLNH�¶\RX�GRQ·W�GHVHUYH�WKLV·�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�
ZHUH�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�ZRQGHUIXO�WHDFKHUV�QRPLQDWHG�µ�VKH�VDLG�
$IWHU�KHDULQJ�VKH�KDG�ZRQ��%ULFNKRXVH�ZDV�HPRWLRQDO��6KH�VSRNH�RI�

how her desire to help others who may have an extra challenge in life 

EHFRPH�VXFFHVVIXO�LV�ZKDW�GULYHV�KHU�WR�H[FHO�LQ�KHU�FDUHHU�
“This job is very rewarding. Some of them may not be able to be com-

SOHWHO\�LQGHSHQGHQW��EXW�\RX�NQRZ�ZKHQ�\RX�ORRN�LQ�WKHLU�H\HV��WKH\�KDYH�
IHHOLQJV�DQG�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�WHOO�RWKHUV��<RX�IHHO�OLNH�\RX·YH�DF-

FRPSOLVKHG�VRPHWKLQJ�ZKHQ�\RX�VHH�WKDW�µ�%ULFNKRXVH�VDLG�
$OO�WHDFKHUV�IRUP�D�ERQG�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�D�

\HDU��KRZHYHU��%ULFNKRXVH�GHYHORSV�DQ�HYHQ�PRUH�VSHFLDO�ERQG��
´,W·V�D�YHU\�ORYLQJ�ERQG��<RX�IHHO�FORVH�WR�WKHP�EHFDXVH�\RX�KDYH�WKHP�

WZR�RU�WKUHH�\HDUV�LQ�\RXU�FODVVURRP��<RX�EHFRPH�YHU\�FORVH�ZLWK�WKHP�
DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��7KH\�EHFRPH�NLQG�RI�OLNH�\RXU�RZQ�IDPLO\�µ�VKH�VDLG��
'HVSLWH� WKHLU� FKDOOHQJHV�� %ULFNKRXVH� DVVLJQV� KRPHZRUN� IRU� KHU� VWX-

GHQWV��3DUHQWV�PD\� UHDG�ZLWK� WKHLU� VWXGHQW� WR� KHOS� HQFRXUDJH� FRJQLWLYH�
development. Parents also help teach her and her assistants as well, Brick-

KRXVH�VDLG��
3DUHQWV�PD\�KHOS�H[SODLQ�D�QHZ�VNLOO�RU�LVVXH�WKHLU�FKLOG�LV�KDYLQJ�VR�

%ULFNKRXVH� FDQ� IRFXV� RQ� LPSURYLQJ� DQG� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� WKDW� VNLOO� LQ� WKH�
classroom.

$�SULRULW\�IRU�%ULFNKRXVH�LV�KHOSLQJ�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�XQGHU-
VWDQG�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�KHU�VWXGHQWV�IDFH��

$W� :DKO�&RDWHV�� %ULFNKRXVH� GHVFULEHG� D� WLPH�
ZKHUH� D� FODVV� ZRXOG� YLVLW� KHU� VWXGHQWV� HYHU\�

day to meet and play. A similar program was 

in place at Eastern Elementary, where at 

the beginning of every school year, other 

classes were invited to meet the excep-

WLRQDO� FKLOGUHQ� VWXGHQWV�� 7KH� SURJUDP�
KHOSV�IRVWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�FRPSDV-
sion between the classes. 

´:H�ZRXOG�LQYLWH�WKHP�LQWR�WKH�FODVV-
room and explain to them how alike 

everyone is. They like going to movies, 

riding horses, going swimming and things 

OLNH�WKDW��,W�KHOSV�WKHP�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH\�
DUH� MXVW� OLNH� WKH\� DUH�� WKH\� MXVW� KDYH� VRPH�

RWKHU� LVVXHV� WKH\� KDYH� WR� GHDO� ZLWK�µ� %ULFN-

KRXVH�VDLG��
7KDW�PHQWDOLW\�FRQWLQXHG�WKLV�VFKRRO�\HDU��ZKHUH�

YROXQWHHUV� IURP� RWKHU� FODVVHV� KHOSHG� SXW� RQ� D� SHUIRU-
PDQFH�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�IRON�GDQFH�DQG�VWRU\��´/D�5DVSD�µ�´/D�

5DVSDµ�LV�DQ�DQFLHQW�$]WHF�OHJHQG�LQYROYLQJ�EDWV�DQG�SHDFRFNV��7KH�VKRZ��
performed in April, was a hit with the school, staff and parents. 

'HVSLWH�VRPH�RI�WKH�XQLTXH�FKDOOHQJHV�%ULFNKRXVH�IDFHV��VKH�ORYHV�KHU�
MRE��KHU�DVVLVWDQWV��DQG�PRVW�RI�DOO��KHU�VWXGHQWV��
:KLOH�VKH�PD\�EH�VDG�WR�VHH�VRPH�RI�KHU�VWXGHQWV�PRYH�RQ�DIWHU�HDFK�

\HDU��VKH�LV�DOZD\V�SURXG�RI�WKH�SURJUHVV�WKH\�KDYH�PDGH�DQG�WKH�PHPR-

ries that she will have for a lifetime.

This job is very rewarding. 
Some of them may not 

be able to be completely 
independent, but you know 
when you look in their eyes, 

they have feelings and 
they want to be able to tell 
RWKHUV��<RX�IHHO�OLNH�\RX·YH�
accomplished something 

when you see that.
- Julie Brickhouse
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Blow uses his life experience to help push kids in a 
positive direction, hoping to help them avoid the same 

mistakes he made growing up, the same skills he teaches his 
two children, Justin, 9, and Jordan, 6.
Blow knew he needed to make a change in his life as he was 

attending North Pitt High School. 
Blow was not a fantastic student growing up and made poor deci-

sions, he admits. It was then when he chose to work to help others in 
his situation and to help them avoid making mistakes that could hold 
them back in the future. Now, he takes every opportunity to help when 
he can.

“I said to myself, I can’t let another child make the same mistakes I 
did and go through the same things that I did growing up,” Blow said. 

Walking the halls with Blow through the Sugg-Bundy campus is a 
rewarding experience. As he goes about his daily routines, checking 
in on his custodial staff and making sure the school is in top shape, he 
takes the time to speak with students and faculty, being sure everyone 
is happy and having a good day.

It is those moments when Blow stops to talk to a student that have 
the biggest impact. Blow described how when he sees a student sitting 
in the hall, possibly for a discipline reason, he stops to help the student 
understand what happened and how the situation could be avoided in 
the future.

Blow has spent years mentoring Pitt County Students of all ages. 
“I remember one time I had a little girl who was having some guy 

problems, and I wanted to be a mentor (to her). I know kids are going to 
be kids and you can tell them things but you know what they are going 
to do. At one point her and her boyfriend had been arguing so much, 
I just told her ‘You’re too young to stress yourself over boys, and you 

Custodians are some of the 
friendliest people to walk the 

halls of an educational facility, qui-
etly working to maintain the pristine 

image of their school and always open 
to talking to students about any troubles or 

news that may be going on.
Cedric Blow works at H.B. Sugg and Sam 

D. Bundy elementary schools in Farmville, but he 
has been working with schools around the county for 

eight years. 
He started at Farmville Middle School in 2010 be-

fore going to North Pitt High School and then heading to 
Sugg-Bundy in 2017.
Blow is known for his positive attitude and willingness to help 

faculty and students through any situation. 
“Being in the middle schools, then high school and now elementary, 

my interactions between the kids and myself have been positive. One of 
the things is that when I was growing up, my mother ran a single parent 
KRXVHKROG�ZLWK�WKUHH�JLUOV�DQG�P\VHOI��VR�,�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WKDW�IDWKHU�ÀJ-
XUH�,�QHHGHG�LQ�P\�OLIH��,�DOZD\V�ZDQW�WR�EH�WKDW�IDWKHU�ÀJXUH�WR�HYHU\�
child,” Blow said.  

Jake Keator

Custodian works to help steer 
students on life path for success
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have your life to live. Just go get your education, and the boys will 

come,’” Blow said.

Students have thanked Blow over the years for his help and guidance. 

While he is proud of the kids he has helped, he still has higher dreams 

for them in their lives, he said.

“Some kids have come up and said, ‘I want to be like you when I 

grow up.’ I tell them I’m glad you want to be like me, and this is a great 

job, but it is something I had to settle with,” Blow said.

As he sat in North Pitt High School as a 21-year-old senior, some told 

Blow he would never graduate, and he would never get a job. 

Blow has used those doubters to continue to grow as a student and a 

person. Blow graduated from Pitt Community College in 2016 with a 

degree in criminal justice. He will soon graduate 

again from Pitt Community College with a degree 

in business and marketing. 

“I want to tell these kids, do your work in 

school now and get the education you need now 

instead of trying to wait and playing around. 

There’s no need to wait,” Blow said. 

Blow has touched the lives of many children in 

multiple ways, from personal troubles to inspir-

ing them to take the next step in their lives.

Blow spoke of a previous encounter with a 

North Pitt High School senior, who felt they were 

not good enough to attend college. 

“They said, ‘I’m not good enough for college; 

college is not for me.’ I told them maybe you 

don’t go to college, but look at the Army or the 

Marines. That student ended up joining the Na-

tional Guard, and I watched them on graduation day,” Blow said. 

Working on each level of public education has provided unique chal-

lenges for Blow. He enjoys working with elementary school students 

due to the fact they will “still listen to adults,” which becomes harder 

as students become older. Blow feels he can make the biggest positive 

impact on younger students and help set them up for success in middle 

and high school.

“I feel I can reach these kids a lot quicker than at the other levels. If 

I can reach these kids, I can help them succeed and be sure they leave a 

positive impact,” Blow said.

Along with his work with students, the faculty also enjoys Blow’s 

assistance throughout the school.

“Mr. Blow is great; he is always assisting 

the faculty and students. He monitors us in 

the hallways and helps whenever we need 

anything. I’m fortunate enough to have his 

son in my class, and he is always person-

able with all of the teachers,” said Kasey 

Stephens, a third grade teacher at H.B. 

Sugg and Sam D. Bundy elementary 

schools. 

Blow looks to continue to 

make an impact on students, 

but also looks forward to 

using his newly earned 

degrees to help ad-

vance his own life to 

help himself and 

his family.

I want to tell these kids, do your 
work in school now and get the 

education you need now instead of 
trying to wait and playing around. 

There’s no need to wait.
- Cedric Blow
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Athletes work to develop their skills.

Pitt County Schools is home 
to six unique high schools, which 
house a variety of talented stu-
dent-athletes. From baseball to 
soccer and football to track, these 
students utilize their skills both in 
WKH�FODVVURRP�DQG�RQ�WKH�ÀHOG�DQG�
court.

Pitt County Schools Athletic 
Director Ron Butler oversees the 
state of athletics inside of the coun-
ty, along with ensuring rules and 
regulations provided by the N.C. 
High School Athletic Association 
are followed to a tee. 

Butler has been the district’s ath-
letic director for nearly nine years. 

Most believe open enrollment, 
which allows students to attend 
a school outside of their district 
school, and high school athletics, 
are closely related. The two may 
operate in unison but have no di-
rect correlation, Butler said.

“Let me be clear, the policies of 
open enrollment have nothing to do 
with athletics,” Butler said.

One of Butler's main jobs is to 
maintain competitive and fair play 
between the county’s high schools.

“The beauty of athletics is that 
sometimes this is the last time 
some players have complete fair-
ness,” Butler said.
2SHQ� HQUROOPHQW� FDQ� EHQHÀW� RU�

hurt a program.
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Jake Keator

“For example, in basketball, one 
kid can make a good team a great 
team. On the other hand, losing 
one player can make a great team 
an average team,” Butler said. 

Open enrollment started when 
J.H. Rose High School was under 
capacity, while D.H. Conley and 
South Central high schools were at 
or over capacity, Butler said. 

Smaller schools, like 
Ayden-Grifton, North Pitt and 
Farmville Central high schools 
had already been involved with the 
open enrollment policy for more 
than 20 years. 

Following the addition of Rose 
to the open enrollment list, the Pitt 
County Board of Education voted 
to include Conley and South Cen-
tral, bringing all of the county’s 
high schools into the mix.

“There was a concern, athlet-
ics-wise, involving the potential 
for recruiting, so it was decided 
that if you transferred to a larg-
er school, you had to sit out one 
year,” Butler said. 

This meant a player moving 
from Farmville Central to Rose 
would be required to sit out of 
athletic competition for 365 days, 
VWDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�GD\�WKH\�RIÀFLDOO\�
became enrolled at the school and 
not just the season of the sport the 
student was hoping to become in-

volved in. 
Students who choose to transfer 

schools before entering ninth grade 
are not effected by this policy. For 
example, should a rising freshmen 
choose to attend South Central 
rather than North Pitt, they are im-
mediately eligible to participate in 
athletics. 

“We have the policy listed so 
that a student can not play for more 
than one team in a season. If you 
SOD\��ZKLFK�ZH�GHÀQH� DV� GUHVVLQJ�
in your pads or uniform for a regu-
lar season game, you can not play 
for another school that season,” 
Butler said.

Players are allowed to be in-
volved in preseason scrimmages 
and still participate in the regular 
season if they choose to transfer.

An issue with open enrollment is 
the possibility of recruiting players, 
Butler said. While there have been 
very few instances of recruiting by 
high school coaches, Butler is still 
keen to understand how parents 
and coaches may try to push ath-
letes to attending certain schools.

“Obviously, if we know about 
it (transfers), it has been done le-
gally,” Butler said, explaining he 
monitors social media to see if 
any illegal actions are occurring 
via coaches or parents. “The thing 
about (social media) is, it leaves a 

permanent record.” 
Traditionally, word of mouth 

and accusations were how others 
found out about possible recruiting 
violations, but with the addition 
of social media and the growth of 
other technologies such as texting, 
Butler now has records to view 
should an infraction occur. 

Butler sees the state of  athletics 
in Pitt County as “thriving.”

“Middle school and high school 
athletics right now are thriving. 
I really don't think sometimes in 
Pitt County people appreciate how 
respected we are throughout the 
state. Right now, it’s good. We 
compete well and are dominant in 
a lot of sports; we take it for grant-
ed. You look at girls’ volleyball 
and you look at the excellence, not 
only of Rose, Conley and South 
Central, but Ayden had a great year 
last year. North Pitt and Farmville 
have also had a lot of success. 
We're good and have great feeder 
programs,” Butler said.

High school athletics are a sta-
ple of a community, whether it is 
Friday night lights on a football 
ÀHOG��D�:HGQHVGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�JDPH�
on the baseball or softball diamond 
or even a swim meet, Pitt County 
athletics are in a state of continu-
ing to be a powerhouse throughout 
North Carolina.

High school 
athletics are 
a staple of a 
community, 
whether it is 

Friday night lights 
on a football field, 

a Wednesday 
afternoon game 

on the baseball or 
softball diamond 
or even a swim 

meet, Pitt County 
athletics are 
in a state of 

continuing to be 
a powerhouse 

throughout North 
Carolina.
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Career and Technical Education 
programs, also known as CTE, 
helps prepare students for a ca-
reer. CTE programs are available 
at all Pitt County middle and high 
schools. This allows students to 
explore various occupations while 
still in school. 

Programs include agriculture, 
automotive, business, carpentry, 
family and consumer sciences, 
health sciences, marketing and 
STEM, which is the newest pro-
gram offered. 

“These programs prepare our 
students for careers beyond high 
school,” said Pitt County Schools’ 
CTE director Beth Ann Trueblood. 

While the focus in middle 
school is career explorations, CTE 
also offers STEM and computer 
programming. 

As students enter high school, 
they are encouraged to begin a 
CTE pathway, which involves at 
least four courses of related in-
struction. As they progress in their 
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Jake Keator

Pitt County Schools 
Career and 
Technical Education 
director Beth Ann 
Trueblood helps keep 
the county's CTE 
programs on track.
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program, students have the oppor-

tunity to participate in job shadow-

ing, internships and pre-appren-

ticeships. 

Simone Pate, the district’s work-

based learning coordinator, assists 

students with placement in these 

opportunities that are related to 

their area of study and interest. Job 

shadowing entails a student simply 

following and observing a worker 

during their job. 

“Internships are typically paid 

however students must meet eligi-

bility requirements to participate. 

As interns, students work a re-

quired number of hours and report 

on their progress in order to earn 

high school credit for the experi-

ence. The students are taking the 

skills they've learned in the class-

room and utilizing them on the 

job,” Pate said.

The pre-apprenticeship pro-

gram is the result of a partnership 

with N.C. Apprenticeship, Pitt 

County Schools, Pitt Communi-

ty College and local businesses. 

It is a means by which employers 

address current and projected em-

ployment needs. This method is 

an industry-driven education and 

career-training program based on 

recognized industry standards. 

Greenville Utilities Commission 

RIIHUHG�WKH�ÀUVW�SUH�DSSUHQWLFHVKLS�
placement in our county as well as 

region. 

“They start work as a junior and 

work while in school, as well as 

the summer, while taking classes 

at Pitt Community College,” Pate 

said.

In addition to work-based learn-

ing opportunities, credentials are 

a large piece of the CTE puzzle. 

CTE programs assist students in 

attaining industry-recognized cer-

WLÀFDWLRQV�RU�FUHGHQWLDOV� WR�HQVXUH�
that students graduate from high 

VFKRRO�ZLWK�D�VSHFLÀF�VHW�RI�VNLOOV�
that allow them to be competitive 

for work and postsecondary edu-

cation. 

Trueblood has lots of experi-

ence with the CTE program. Af-

ter working as a business teacher 

at J.H. Rose High School and in 

the school’s CTE program for 18 

years, she took on her current role 

with the district. She has been the 

county’s CTE director since 2011. 

The rewarding part of her job is 

seeing students succeed, thanks to 

the CTE programs they participat-

ed in while in school, Trueblood 

said. 

“It's always good to see both 

teachers and students succeed in 

areas they are passionate about,” 

she said. 

Pate also has experience, as she 

took over her position in January 

2016. Pate also sees the reward in 

the long-term advantages that CTE 

programs provide, she said. 

“Businesses are more than will-

ing to work with our students and 

eager to train them for careers in 

our community,” Pate said. 

CTE programs are available at 

all high and middle schools within 

the district. The classes are taught 

E\�FHUWLÀHG�IDFXOW\�

The students are taking the skills they've learned

in the classroom and utilizing them on the job.
- Simone Pate
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SERVING  THE
COMMUNITY
Ron Butler works to provide activities for all Pitt County residents

Jake Keator
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Other programs include two styles of Tai Chi, an ancient Chinese 
martial art that focuses on smooth movements and the channeling of 
energy throughout one’s body. 

Tai Chi has been proven to help seniors who suffer from the pains of 
arthritis, and the Community Schools and Recreation department offers 
three classes based on Tai Chi: Tai Chi I for arthritis, Tai Chi II for ar-
thritis and Tai Chi 73 Form, which is the highest level of the courses and 
is supported by the Tai Chi Institute for Health. 

An impressive part of the senior programs is the county’s three-on-
three basketball program. Teams of three, ages 50 and older, compete 
one to two times a week. Pitt County has the largest number of senior 
three-on-three teams with teams in age brackets of age 50 and older. 

Combined with the numerous programs is the use of several parks, 
including Alice F. Keene Park, located at 4561 County Home Road, 
Greenville. The park hosts a walking trail, space for youth recreation 
leagues, a playground and a garden bed where volunteers grow vegeta-
bles and other plants.

The department has plans for future expansion to the park, includ-
ing adding an emergency shelter and gymnasium, along with half court/
pickup basketball courts in the area for residents to enjoy. 

The gymnasium is expected to be nearly 24,000 square feet and will 
include spaces for volleyball, basketball and pickleball, a large attrac-
tion for county seniors and also the fastest growing sport in the United 
States. 

“Our goal is to do what is best for citizens. It is not about who gets 
credit or things like that,” Butler said. 

Along with his department, Butler hopes to continue to grow coop-
eration with parks and recreation department leaders in Pitt County’s 
municipalities.

“We're hoping to continue to grow. I say, 'let's work together and not 
tear down any of the progress we have made,’” Butler said. 

While Butler acclimated to his new job, he received advice from Roy 
following her long tenure as the leader of the department.

“I've known Rita and Alice (Keen, the namesake of Alice F. Keen 
Park) for a long time. So we've talked and thankfully she is still here.
We've had a lot of discussions, and a lot of the hard work they've done 
is just like everyone who does a lot of work, they don't want to see it 
undone. I believe a lot of the job is going to be not messing up all of 
the good things they have done. Not messing it up is probably my No. 
1 goal,” Butler said.

Ron Butler wears many hats from driver’s education instructor to 
county athletic director. Recently, he took on yet another new role, head 
of community schools and recreation. 

Butler began his tenure in February, following the retirement of Rita 
Roy, who served in the position for more than 30 years. 

“(Before I took this job) I never really appreciated how often these 
facilities were being used and how much was going on at one time,” 
Butler said. 

The department celebrates 40 years in 2018. 
“In a nutshell, the question is, ‘How do you provide parks and recre-

ation to a county this size?’” Butler said. 
Collaboration between the Pitt County Board of Commissioners and 

the Pitt County Board of Education has resulted in using taxpayer mon-
ey to help keep community schools and recreation throughout the county 
in top shape. 

Community Schools and Recreation takes advantage of local school 
IDFLOLWLHV�� VXFK� DV�ÀHOGV�� WR� KRVW� YDULRXV� IRUPV�RI� UHFUHDWLRQ�� OLNH�ÁDJ�
football leagues. 

Other activities the department helps to sponsor include Special 
Olympics, a yearly event for those with disabilities to enjoy the spirit of 
competition, and summer enrichment programs, which assist working 
parents in the summer and acts as a full-time day care for children in 
grades 1-6. 

Youth sport leagues are a big piece of the Community Schools and 
Recreation department’s job.

These leagues focus less on competition and more on life skills, such 
as teamwork, sportsmanship and skill development.

There are more than 300 volunteers in recreational sports leagues 
throughout the county, acting as coaches, assistants and referees. 

Also offered are various camps, including football, soccer, volleyball 
DQG� WUDFN� DQG� ÀHOG�� DORQJ�ZLWK� QRQ�VSRUWV�UHODWHG� FDPSV�� VXFK� DV� DUW�
camp and teen chef camp. 
,W�LV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�FRXQW\·V�\RXWK�ZKR�EHQHÀW�IURP�WKHVH�DFWLYLWLHV��7KH�

department also offers programs for adults, such as aerobic line danc-
ing, Pitt County Schools physical activity challenges and the Tar River 
community band, which is comprised of adults, age 18 and older, with a 
variety of musical talents and skill levels. 

Seniors also have programs tailored to their needs. Fit Beyond Fifty 
is a low impact aerobics class that works to increase levels of endurance 
for seniors who participate in the yearly senior games.

Our goal is to do what is best for citizens.
-Ron Butler
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HEALTH SCIENCES
ACADEMY

HEALTH SCIENCES
ACADEMY

Homegrown health care workers.

Thousands of Pitt County high school students have had the 

unique opportunity to be exposed to health care careers through 

the Health Sciences Academy program, the only one of its kind.

9LGDQW�0HGLFDO� &HQWHU� SURYLGHV� WKH� ÀQDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� IRU� WKH�
program to help address the shortage of health care workers.

“The goal when it started was to home-grow health care, to get 

more students interested,” said program coordinator Megan New-

man, adding there is still a shortage.

Health Sciences Academy is an opportunity for students who 

WKLQN�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�JR�LQWR�D�PHGLFDO�RU�KHDOWK�FDUH�FDUHHU�WR�ÀQG�
out what is involved and how to prepare for it, according to Jan 

Burnette, one of the program’s two guidance counselors.

“It’s an opportunity for them to job shadow and receive extra 

support services like counseling to guide them along the way. It 

helps them focus on keeping their grades up, networking with oth-

ers in the profession and seeing what they think a career is like 

before they actually go to college. We all experience doctors and 

nurses and don’t realize all the hundreds of other occupations that 

are there that are health care related,” Burnette said, adding that 

WKURXJK�MRE�VKDGRZLQJ��VWXGHQWV�PD\�GLVFRYHU�D�ÀHOG�RI�PHGLFLQH�
WKH\�WKRXJKW�WKH\�PLJKW�OLNH�LV�QRW�D�JRRG�ÀW��´,W·V�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�

Brenda Monty
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WR�ÀQG�RXW�ZKDW�\RX�GRQ·W�ZDQW�
WR�GR�DV�LW� LV�ZKDW�\RX�GR�ZDQW�
WR�GR�µ
6WXGHQWV� DSSO\� IRU� WKH� SUR-

JUDP� WKHLU� IUHVKPDQ� RU� VRSKR-
PRUH�\HDU�DQG�PXVW�PDLQWDLQ�D�
����*3$��7KH�SURJUDP�UHTXLUHV�
VWXGHQWV� FRPSOHWH� DW� OHDVW� VL[�
FRXUVHV�IURP�D�OLVW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�
��� RSWLRQV� DV� ZHOO� DV� ORJ� ���
FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH�KRXUV�D�\HDU�
´(DFK�VWXGHQW�KDV� WR�JHW�����

KRXUV� E\� WKH� WLPH� WKH\� JUDGX-
DWH��DQG����RI�WKRVH�PXVW�EH�LQ�D�
KHDOWK�FDUH�RU�PHGLFDO� VHWWLQJ�µ�
1HZPDQ� VDLG�� DGGLQJ� PDQ\�
$FDGHP\� VWXGHQWV� YROXQWHHU� LQ�
GRFWRU·V�RIÀFHV�RU�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�
FHQWHUV�
.HQQHFFLD�:RRODUG��DQ�$\GHQ�*ULIWRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�&ODVV�RI������JUDG-

XDWH��HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�SURJUDP�DV�SDUW�RI�KHU�´EDFNXS�SODQ�µ�+HU�ÀUVW�FDUHHU�
FKRLFH�LV�SDUDOHJDO�
´,�FDQ� IDOO�EDFN�RQ�P\�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�DOO� WKHVH�GLI-

IHUHQW�PHGLFDO�DUHDV�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�PH�JHW�VRPHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�µ�VKH�
VDLG��́ ,�KDYH�OHDUQHG�VR�PXFK�LQ�HYHU\�DUHD�,�KDYH�YROXQWHHUHG�LQ��,W·V�EHHQ�
H\H�RSHQLQJ�µ
6KH� YROXQWHHUHG� DW� DQ� HOHPHQWDU\� VFKRRO�� WKH� %R\V�	�*LUOV� &OXE�� D�

KRPHOHVV�VKHOWHU��9LGDQW�0HGLFDO�&HQWHU�DQG�)DPLO\�)RRW�DQG�$QNOH�3K\-
VLFLDQV�
´7KH�SURJUDP�NHHSV�XV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�\RXQJ�IRONV�DQG�DOORZV�XV�WR�

UHFUXLW�JUHDW�IRONV�LQWR�RXU�SURIHVVLRQ�µ�VDLG�'U��6FRWW�6WDQFLO��D�SHGLDWULVW��
ZLWK�)RRW�DQG�$QNOH�3K\VLFLDQV�
7RGG�6WDQFLO��D�ULVLQJ�VHQLRU�DW�'�+��&RQOH\�+LJK�6FKRRO�� MRLQHG�WKH�

+HDOWK�6FLHQFHV�$FDGHP\�WKUHH�\HDUV�DJR�IRU�WKH�YROXQWHHULQJ�DQG�FRXQ-
VHOLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
´0\�EURWKHU�ZDV�LQ�LW��DQG�KH�ZDV�DOZD\V�WHOOLQJ�PH�WKH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�VWXII�

WKH\�GLG�µ�KH�VDLG��´,W·V�UHDOO\�KHOSHG�PH�ORRN�DW�KRZ�PXFK�FRPPXQLW\�
VHUYLFH�,�ZDV�GRLQJ�� ,�KDGQ·W� UHDOO\� WKRXJKW�DERXW�KRZ�PXFK�,�ZDV�QRW�
YROXQWHHULQJ�XQWLO�,�KDG�WR�NHHS�XS�ZLWK�P\�KRXUV�µ
$FDGHP\�VWXGHQWV�DWWHQG�MRE�IDLUV�WR�VHH�PHGLFDO�SURIHVVLRQV�WKH\�PD\�

QRW�NQRZ�H[LVW�
´3DUW�RI�RXU�JRDO�DV�D�FRXQVHORU�LV�KHOSLQJ�WKH�VWXGHQWV�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�

D�MRE�OLNH�YHWHULQDULDQ�LV�QRW�MXVW�DERXW�ORYLQJ�RQ�FXGGO\�DQLPDOV��<RX�DOVR�
KDYH�DQLPDOV�WKDW�DUH�DEXVHG��:H�LQWURGXFH�WKHP�WR�WKH�+XPDQH�6RFLHW\��
ZKHUH�WKH\�OHDUQ�WKDW�VRPH�DQLPDOV�PD\�EH�HXWKDQL]HG��:H�WU\�WR�JHW�WKHP�
LQWR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�YROXQWHHU�H[SHULHQFHV�VR�WKH\�FDQ�UHDOO\�VHH�ZKDW�
LW·V�DOO�DERXW�µ�%XUQHWWH�VDLG�
+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� $FDGHP\� VWXGHQWV� PD\� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� 'HVWLQDWLRQ�

+HDOWK�&DUHHUV��ZKLFK�H[SRVHV�VWXGHQWV�WR�WKH�YDULRXV�GHJUHH�SURJUDPV�DW�
3LWW�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�DQG�KHOSV�WKHP�VHH�KRZ�WKHVH�GHJUHHV�WUDQVODWH�
WR�WKH�ZRUNSODFH�DW�9LGDQW�0HGLFDO�&HQWHU�
´$� ORW� RI� VWXGHQWV� IHHO� OLNH� WKH\� KDYH� WR� KDYH� D� IRXU�\HDU� GHJUHH� RU�

EH\RQG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURYLGH�KHDOWK�FDUH��EXW�WKDW�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�µ�%XUQHWWH�
VDLG�� DGGLQJ� WUDLQLQJ� IRU�PDQ\� MREV� LQ�KHDOWK�FDUH�DUH�RQO\�DYDLODEOH�DW�
FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJHV��VXFK�DV�XOWUDVRXQG�RU�;�UD\�WHFKQLFLDQ��´:H�KDYH�D�
ZHHN�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�ZKHUH�ZH�WDNH�VWXGHQWV�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�FRO-
OHJH�DQG�SURIHVVRUV�OHW�WKHP�XVH�WKHLU�HTXLSPHQW�µ
6WXGHQWV�URWDWH�WKURXJK�HLJKW�ÀHOGV�RI�KHDOWK�FDUH�WR�OHDUQ�ZKDW�HGXFD-

WLRQ�LV�QHHGHG�
´&RPPXQLW\� FROOHJH� FRVWV� DERXW�KDOI� RI�ZKDW� D�XQLYHUVLW\� FRVWV�� EXW�

\RX�FDQ�HDUQ�WKH�VDPH�GHJUHH�LQ�QXUVLQJ�µ�%XUQHWWH�VDLG��́ :H�DUH�H[SRVLQJ�
WKHP�WR�DOO�WKDW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�KHOS�WKHP�ÀQG�WKHLU�QLFKH��:H�QHHG�WR�KHOS�
RXU�VWXGHQWV�XQGHUVWDQG�\RX�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�WUDYHO�RII�WR�JHW�D�JRRG�HGXFD-
WLRQ��<RX·YH�JRW�LW�ULJKW�KHUH�LQ�RXU�RZQ�FRXQW\��:H�QHHG�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�
XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WKH\�KDYH�KHUH�LQ�3LWW�&RXQW\�WR�VWD\�DQG�

FRQWLQXH�WR�ZRUN�KHUH�µ
+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� $FDGHP\� VWX-

GHQWV�FDQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�RQH�GD\�MRE�
VKDGRZLQJ�DW�WKH�KRVSLWDO�LQ�RSHUDW-
LQJ� URRPV�� ODERU� DQG� GHOLYHU\�� WKH�
FKLOGUHQ·V�KRVSLWDO�DQG�RWKHU�DUHDV�
)RU� HLJKW� VHOHFW� VWXGHQWV��9LGDQW�

0HGLFDO� &HQWHU� RIIHUV� SDLG� LQWHUQ-
VKLSV�GXULQJ�WKHLU�VHQLRU�\HDU��7KHUH�
DUH� QRZ� VWXGHQWV� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� HOHF-
WURSK\VLRORJ\� ODE�� FDWKHWHUL]DWLRQ�
ODE�� SK\VLFDO� WKHUDS\�� HPSOR\HH�
SKDUPDF\�� WKH� FKLOGUHQ·V� KRVSLWDO��
FOLQLFDO� QXWULWLRQ� DQG� RFFXSDWLRQDO�
KHDOWK�
6WXGHQWV�DUH�SDLG�����DQ�KRXU�DQG�

ZRUN�XS� WR����KRXUV�D�ZHHN�ZKLOH�
DOVR�JRLQJ�WR�VFKRRO�DQG�IXOO�WLPH�LQ�
WKH�VXPPHU�

6RSKLD�9LOODQL�� D�'�+��&RQOH\�+LJK�6FKRRO�&ODVV� RI� ����� JUDGXDWH��
ZRUNHG�DV�D�WHFKQLFLDQ�LQ�WKH�9LGDQW�(PSOR\HH�3KDUPDF\��7KH�SURJUDP�
SDLG�IRU�KHU�SKDUPDF\�WHFK�FODVVHV�DQG�WKH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�H[DP�
´7KLV�SURJUDP�UHDOO\�VROLGLÀHG�P\�SDVVLRQ�µ�VKH�VDLG�
+HDOWK�6FLHQFHV�$FDGHP\�VWXGHQWV�PD\�DOVR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�+RQRUV�

0HGLFDO�5HVHDUFK�SURJUDP��ZKHUH�WKH\�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�ZHHNO\�VHPLQDUV�DW�
WKH�%URG\�6FKRRO�RI�0HGLFLQH�DQG�DUH�WUHDWHG�PXFK�OLNH�ÀUVW�\HDU�PHGLFDO�
VWXGHQWV�
6WXGHQWV�DOVR�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�

'HQWDO�([SORUDWLRQ�'D\�DW�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�'HQWDO�0HGLFLQH�WR�REVHUYH�WUHDW-
PHQWV��WDON�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV��PDNH�PRGHOV�RI�WHHWK��H[SORUH�IRUHQVLF�GHQWLVWU\�
DQG�XVH�PDQLNLQV�DQG�LQVWUXPHQWV�
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$GGLWLRQDO�EHQHÀWV�RI� WKH�+HDOWK�6FLHQFHV�$FDGHP\�SURJUDP�DUH� WKH�
VXPPHU�6$7�$&7�ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�LQWHUYLHZ�WUDLQLQJ��ZKHUH�WKH\�SUHSDUH�
IRU�VFKRODUVKLS�RU�MRE�LQWHUYLHZV��3DUW�RI�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�LV�WDEOH�PDQQHUV�DQG�
HWLTXHWWH�
´:H�DUH�JURRPLQJ�RXU�NLGV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��IRU�ZRUNIRUFH��IRU�FROOHJH��IRU�

FROOHJH�VFKRODUVKLSV��IRU�OLIH�µ�%XUQHWWH�VDLG�
7KH� +HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV� $FDGHP\� DGYLVRU\� FRPPLWWHH� LQFOXGHV� UHSUH-

VHQWDWLYHV� IURP�(DVW�&DUROLQD�8QLYHUVLW\�� 3LWW�&RPPXQLW\�&ROOHJH�� WKH�
6FKRRO�RI�'HQWDO�0HGLFLQH�� WKH�%URG\�6FKRRO�RI�0HGLFLQH�� WKH�(DVWHUQ�
$UHD�+HDOWK�(GXFDWLRQ�&HQWHU�DQG�WKH�*UHHQYLOOH�3LWW�&KDPEHU�RI�&RP-
PHUFH�
:KHQ�QRW�KHOSLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�OHDUQ�DERXW�KHDOWK�RFFXSDWLRQV��

+HDOWK� 6FLHQFHV�$FDGHP\� VWDII� DQG� YROXQWHHU� KHDOWK� FDUH�ZRUNHUV� DOVR�
HGXFDWH�HOHPHQWDU\�VWXGHQWV�DERXW�PHGLFDO�FDUHHUV��

“We are grooming our kids for the future, for 
workforce, for college, for college

scholarships, for life.”
- Jan Burnette 

´7KH\·UH�VFDUHG�WR�JR�WR�D�KRVSLWDO�RU�D�GRFWRU·V�RIÀFH��6R�ZH�EULQJ�D�
VLPXODWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�VFKRRO�WKDW�LV�QRW�VR�VFDU\��:H�KROG�D�7HGG\�%HDU�+RV-
SLWDO�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�J\P�µ�%XUQHWWH�VDLG�
&KLOGUHQ�EULQJ�LQ�WKHLU�VLFN�RU�ZRXQGHG�WHGG\�EHDU�RU�VWXIIHG�DQLPDO��

7KH\�VWDUW�DW�WKH�DGPLVVLRQV�GHVN�ZKHUH�WKHLU�DQLPDO�UHFHLYHV�DQ�LGHQWLÀ-
FDWLRQ�DUPEDQG��OLNH�LQ�D�UHDO�KRVSLWDO�
´7KHLU�EHDU�PD\�KDYH�WKH�ÁX��D�EURNHQ�OHJ�RU�DVWKPD��2QH�FKLOG�VDLG�KHU�

EHDU�ZDV�VWDEEHG��$QRWKHU�VDLG�KHUV�KDG�EHHQ�WRUQ�XS�E\�D�SROLFH�GRJ�µ�
%XUQHWWH�VDLG��DGGLQJ� WKH�HYHQW�JLYHV�YROXQWHHUV�FOXHV�DERXW� WKH�FKLOG·V�
RZQ�IHDUV�
%HDUV�DUH�VWLWFKHG�XS��EDQGDJHV�DQG�FDVWV�DSSOLHG�DQG�EUHDWKLQJ�WUHDW-

PHQWV�JLYHQ�
´:KHQ�WKH\�OHDYH��WKH\�DUH�H[FLWHG��,W·V�QRW�VR�VFDU\�DQ\PRUH�ZKHQ�\RX�

VHH�LW�GRQH�WR�\RXU�WHGG\�EHDU�µ�%XUQHWWH�VDLG�
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Pitt County Schools has immersed itself into the latest technology and 
most up-to-date learning tools to help students, teachers and librarians 
thrive in the modern learning environment. 

Joanna Gerakios, the media and technology facilitator for Pitt County 
Schools, is on the front line of ensuring that every school in the county is 
able to utilize all of today’s newest equipment. 

A big part of Gerakios’ job is to work with media coordinators, such as 
Laura Mangum, the media coordinator at North Pitt High School. 

“I work with the media coordinators to ensure they have the best pro-
gramming they can offer. We do professional development training about 
once every six weeks, and I provide support however I can,” Gerakios 
said.
*HUDNLRV�LV�DOVR�H[WUHPHO\�KHOSIXO�LQ�JUDQW�ZULWLQJ�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�WR�ÀJ-

ure out how to improve facilities throughout the county's schools, Mang-
um added.

During professional development meetings, Gerakios focuses on one 
particular part of the media coordinators’ job. 

"One of the things we've been working on over the past few years is in-
corporating makerspaces into the school 
libraries. This is where we really get into 
hands-on learning," Gerakios said.

Makerspace is a term used to describe 
different types of technology, from green 
screening to stop motion video. Gerakios 
works to train coordinators in the tech-
nology so they may be able to help stu-
dents in their schools. 

“We try to give the media coordinators 
the opportunity to use the technology so 
WKDW� WKH\� IHHO� FRQÀGHQW� ZKHQ� WKH\� JR�
back to their schools,” Gerakios said.

During meetings with Gerakios, they 
work to create the example product they 
will use with their teachers or students, Mangum explained. One example 
is BookSnap. A Booksnap teaches students how to become comfortable 
annotating books via mobile phone or tablet applications.

Input is another crucial piece to the media services job. Each school is 
surveyed once per year to help determine how effective new technology 

was to each school, along with a wish list of new items and technology. 
“We get good feedback that the media coordinators are taking back the 

skills they’ve learned and are utilizing them to teach others,” Gerakios said.
In fact, the teaching was ongoing, as two North Pitt High School teach-

ers were learning how to use Sphero. Sphero is a small sphere-shaped robot 
that can be controlled remotely through an iPad application that teaches 
coding. 

The teachers would test out the innovation toys through a simple game 
of trivia tic-tac-toe. Whenever one player answered a question correctly, 
they would steer their Sphere-O to the space they would like to capture. 
The learning process would enable the teachers to take the technology back 
to their classrooms for use with their students in a fresh and interactive 
way, which will involve more than just their students' minds. 

“We want to use makerspace projects, but keep them in line with the 
FXUULFXOXP��$W�1RUWK�3LWW��WKH�WHDFKHUV�DQG�,�KDYH�ÀJXUHG�RXW�XVHIXO�ZD\V�
to incorporate 3D technology and stop motion. So this is not doing it just 
to do it,” Mangum said.

North Pitt features several makerspace areas, including multiple 3D 
printers, a green screen room with IP-
DGV� IRU� ÀOPLQJ�� D� 7�VKLUW� SUHVV� DQG� D�
sound studio.

The use of the sound studio is unique 
as a reward for students.

“The students are allowed to use the 
recording studio at lunch or when they 
ÀQLVK�WKHLU�ZRUN�LI�WKHLU�WHDFKHUV�DOORZ�
them to. They can not have had any 
discipline referrals in the past month, 
so they have to have been behaving in 
order to come here,” Mangum said.

Along with managing discipline re-
ferrals, the studio also helps control at-
tendance. The number of days a student 

misses can disqualify them from permission to use the studio. 
Unique technology is abundant in today’s modern learning landscape.
"Pitt County Schools and its library media programs are working to max-

imize the effectiveness of the many engaging learning tools our schools 
have to offer,” Gerakios said.

Jake Keator

STAYING 
UPDATED
STAYING 
UPDATED

Pitt County Schools Media Services Department helps bring unique
learning opportunities to county schools.
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Pitt County Schools Student 
Services team works to

ensure students are
prepared for school

each day.

Students show up each day to school with their supplies from pencils 
and pens to paper and books, and even shoes and socks. Sadly, at times, 
there are some who may not have the means to be able to obtain all they 
need to be ready for school each morning. 

Enter Pitt County Schools student services department, led by student 
services coordinator Karen Harrington, director of community and stu-
dent services Dr. Travis Lewis, lead social worker Cassandra Campbell 
and lead school health case manager Patricia Hooton. 

“We want parents and the community to understand that there are a lot 
of individuals who work behind the scenes to remove barriers to student 
success. That may be an academic barrier, social or emotional barriers or 
physical barriers to their success, and that’s the part our student services 
play. Our school nurses, our social workers, and our school counselors 
work diligently to help students overcome those obstacles that might im-
pede their school performance,” Lewis said. 

A situation where a student may not be able to eat after school, Lewis 
explained. That student would go to school hungry and have trouble con-
centrating on their studies. 

“Our social workers would collaborate with local churches to provide 
backpack pals,” Lewis said.

Campbell is the county’s lead social worker. She describes herself as 
feeling “like the mother of everyone in Pitt County Schools.” 

“So just like a mother, I want my kids to go to school and I want them 
to be successful in school. Between me and my other 15 colleagues, we 
make sure students have everything they need for school,” Campbell said.
6WXGHQW�VHUYLFHV�TXLHWO\�DQG�FRQÀGHQWLDOO\�ZDWFKHV�RYHU�LWV�VWXGHQWV�WR�

ensure that each one has the tools to succeed. The tools can include school 
supplies, underwear, shirts, coats and more. 

“If we have to, we will go to a secondhand place, but most of the time 
we really try to go and get the student something nice,” Campbell said.

An example of the community helping students is an arrangement made 
between Pitt County Schools and Shoe Carnival. 

“Say a student becomes infected with bed bugs, that student is now re-
quired to have brand new shoes, new underwear and a new uniform. That 
way if they wear their clothes from home which may be infected, they 
have something nice and clean to wear at school,” Campbell said.

Lewis added, “The key with our social workers, our nurses, our thera-
pist, is that they are people with big hearts who are familiar with access 
and support for students’ mental health, local resources and our partner-
VKLSV�ZLWK�RWKHU�ORFDO�EXVLQHVVHV��RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�QRQSURÀWV�µ

Another point of emphasis for student services is not only the academic 
success of students but also the social-emotional learning. The department 
aims to help produce good people out of its graduates on top of strong 
academic successes. 

“I want to be sure my new next door neighbor who graduated from Pitt 
County Schools. They did well in English and math, but if they are terrible 
human beings, that's not somebody I want to be living next to, so character 
education and graduating students with high character is imperative to our 
GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�D�VXFFHVV�µ�/HZLV�VDLG�

Harrington specializes in assisting students on the mental and social 
aspects of their lives. The district’s partnerships with two local mental 
health agencies, Pride in NC and Integrated Family Services, Harrington 
explained. 

There are counselors assigned to each of the district’s 37 schools, she 
added.

“Again, student services staff are the front lines of connecting to par-
ents and letting them know this is available at schools. Some families 
may need mental health help, but they work multiple jobs or don’t have 
transportation to get their child to a therapy appointment. If we provide it 
at school, it takes out of instructional time, but if you have intense mental 
health needs, you won’t be focusing on your reading and math to begin 
with,” Harrington said.

Another way to help students is an “alternative suspension” program.
The idea behind the program is to not just send a child home for dis-

cipline issues, but to help identify and teach the correct behavior to the 
student through training and classes.
´:H� KDYH�PRGXOHV� WKDW� WHDFK� NLGV� DERXW� VSHFLÀF� EHKDYLRUV��:H� DUH�

partnering with different agencies to help avoid suspensions,” Harrington 
said.

Lewis added, "If we send them home on suspension, are they going to 
learn from that and change their behavior in the future? Often the answer 
is no."  

While suspension rates across the county have decreased, according to 
Harrington, she still hopes to see the rates fall farther as programs help 
students.

The staff of Pitt County Student Services works tirelessly to help stu-
dents in multiple ways with whatever issues they may face in their lives. 

Through partnerships with local businesses and agencies, to making 
sure every child has a full stomach and food to eat on the weekends, their 
goal is to see every student in Pitt County Schools achieve their maximum 
potential.

Jake Keator

TEAMING UP
FOR STUDENTS
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A.G. COX MIDDLE SCHOOL
Just Do It. That is the motto embraced by the students and staff at A.G. 

Cox Middle School. The incentive based program is designed to encour-
age students to complete their work on time, turn in homework assign-
ments and stay on task.
/DXQFKHG�LQ�WKH���������VFKRRO�\HDU��-XVW�'R�,W�ÀUVW�HQFRXUDJHG�VWX-

dents to complete and submit all assignments. Those who managed to 
accomplish this goal for an entire school year were allowed to attend the 
two-hour Just Do It event, which featured games, a Chromebook room, 
bounce houses, painting, jewelry making, a basketball tournament, life-
size Jenga pieces, a DJ and more.

The following semester, students were challenged to maintain an av-
erage grade of 60 percent. The goal 
was increased to 65 percent average 
the next semester, and A.G. Cox closed 
out the 2017-18 school year with a 70 
percent average.

“We want our students to work hard. 
They can do the work; some are just 
choosing not to,” said principal Nor-
PDQ�0F'XIÀH��:LWK� WKH� LQFHQWLYH� LQ�
SODFH��0F'XIÀH�DQG�KLV�VWDII�DUH�VHH-
ing effort levels improve.

“It is amazing to see the effort. They 
want to attend Just Do It,” he said. “We 
have noticed improvements academ-
ically. Students are making an effort. 
We have a better read on their academ-
ic level because they are actually turn-
ing in assignments.” Just Do It is not 

just improving academics.
“We are teaching social skills and life skills. We are dedicated to pre-

paring students for high school and beyond. We want to inspire them to 
grow academically and socially and empower them to become productive 
FLWL]HQV�µ�0F'XIÀH�VDLG�

The number of zeros on assignments has dramatically decreased since 
Just Do It was launched, according to school counselor Dena Landis.

“Our students are more independent than ever before,” she said. “They 
have an external push that is motivating them to become more indepen-
dent. When we increase our expectations, students raise many steps.”
-XVW�'R�,W�KDV�DOVR�KHOSHG�LQFUHDVH�VWXGHQWV·�FRQÀGHQFH�OHYHOV�

“Students are asking for work. They are more self 
aware,” Landis said.

Sixth grade math teacher Emily Leary added, 
´7KH\�GHÀQLWHO\�ZDQW�WR�JHW�WKH�ZRUN�GRQH�DQG�ZDQW�
to please me and are aware of the Just Do It event 
and want to attend. I love seeing their enthusiasm.”

Just Do It not only celebrates academic success, 
but it also allows students in grades 6-8 to mingle. “It 
is a nice change of scenery and great seeing the kids 
have fun,” Leary said. 

Just Do It also strives to have an activity for all 
interests, from a quiet room where students can use 
a Chromebook, read or play a board game, to an art 
center where students are encouraged to paint a ceil-
ing tile with encouraging thoughts that are then hung 
throughout the school, to sports. Throughout Just 
Do It, students are welcome to roam activities freely 
with their cellphone in hand.

Ayden Elementary School’s 
FIRST LEGO League team is 
open to students in grades 1-4, 
under the director of fourth grade 
teacher Hannah McClure and 
kindergarten teacher Catherine 
Romagnoli.

The LEGO team builds off of 
the STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) curriculum. 

“It is great to see our students 
be creative and to watch their 
growth and knowledge expand,” 
McClure said.

Entering its fourth year in 
the 2018-19 school year, Ayden 
Elementary is the only elementary 
school in the district to offer a 
LEGO team. The team competes 
in regionals each year at East 
Carolina University.

“It is fascinating watching them 
do what they do,” Romagnoli said. 
“We are creating problem-solvers. 
With STEM challenges, there is no right answer, just a different way of 
thinking. Our students have to work together and talk respectfully to one 
another to get their ideas across.”

McClure added, “To see what they can create when self-led is 
amazing.” The LEGO team consists of four teams of six students. Each 

AYDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

team works with a LEGO kit, which includes coding directions featuring 
SKRWR�LQVWUXFWLRQ��VR�HYHQ�WKH�\RXQJHVW�SDUWLFLSDQW�FDQ�ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�
build the motor or model.

The school’s PTA supports the program with funding, and the school 
allocates funds to support the team.
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AYDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL
Students in Ayden Middle School’s STEM (science, technology, engi-

neering and math) lab took third place in the 2018 Armed Forces Commu-
nications and Electronic Association-N.C. Conference competition. 

AYDEN-GRIFTON HIGH SCHOOL
Ayden-Grifton High School is 

home to Charger Brews, a mobile 
coffee shop. Charger Brews, under 
the direction of exceptional chil-
dren teachers Lyndsey Joyner and 
J’Celyn Bryson, exposes students 
in the school’s Exceptional Chil-
dren program to various aspects of 
the school.

“Charger Brews provides oppor-
tunities for our students outside of 
the exceptional children’s class-
room,” said principal Chena Cay-
ton.

Launched a year ago, the Charger 
Brews cart is taken throughout the 
school twice a week, selling coffee, 
beverages and snacks to teachers 
and staff.

It is teaching the exceptional children vocational skills, improves their 
communication and social skills, and teaches them how to calculate mon-
ey, Joyner said.

“We want to teach our students vocational skills because there will not 
be many opportunities for them when they leave high school,” Joyner 
said.

Students are learning how to count money, follow directions and take 
orders, Bryson added.

“They are learning job skills,” Cayton said.
Students are each given a job, from barista and waiter to cashier to 

greeter. Each student wears a uniform — an 
apron.

Charger Brews operates Tuesday and Thurs-
day, but staff is allowed to place orders through-
out the week on non-delivery days.

“Our teachers visit their classroom and ask 
the students to brew them coffee,” Cayton said.

Others will call for a bag of chips or another 
snack, Joyner said.

“Our students have to follow directions,” she 
said.

Neil Williams, 16, is responsible for making 
the coffee and distributing the proper amount of 
cream and sugar to his customers. Eric Kenne-
dy, 16, typically serves as the cashier but said he 
is “good at making coffee.”

He has a good memory and knows what a 
customer more than likely will order, from al-
mond milk and sugar in one’s order to another 

who just likes their coffee black.
A top-selling menu item is the “Cayton Cookie” named for their prin-

cipal.
6DOH�SURFHHGV�DUH�ÀOWHUHG�EDFN�LQWR�&KDUJHU�%UHZV�IRU�VXSSOLHV��FODVV-

URRP�PDWHULDOV�DQG�ÀHOG�WULSV�
Bryson is proud of her 17 students. 
“It is motivating. They are each working toward a position goal,” she 

said.
Charger Brews made an appearance at the 2017 Ayden Christmas pa-

rade. Sales were at an all-time high.

Last year, as the only middle school to compete, Ayden Middle School 
won $500 in the competition.

Teams of four were tasked with identifying a problem in society with-
in the environment or technology. 
2QFH� LGHQWLÀHG�� VWXGHQWV� KDG� WR�
solve the problem. Students cre-
ated in-shoe cellphone chargers, 
a cellphone charger generated 
through a solar powered picnic ta-
ble and a mouth guard that detects 
concussions. They also trans-
formed cooking oil into fuel for 
vehicles, to name a few solutions.

The in-shoe charger charges 
one’s phone when the person is 
moving. The kinetic energy cre-
ates the charge. To charge a phone 
on the picnic table, the phone just 
had to be touching the surface 
and the sun would generate the 
charge.

“Our STEM program is ex-
cellent. It is important our stu-
dents have opportunities to dig in 
and get their hands dirty and see 
how things work,” said principal 
Marieka Harrison. “Jason Wade, 
our STEM teacher, is always en-
gaged and a good facilitator.”
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BELVOIR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Belvoir Elementary School is entering its fourth year of Dos Mun-

dos in the 2018-19 school year. The program, which begins in kin-
dergarten, teaches students English and Spanish simultaneously.

Students rotate each day from either an all English-speaking class 
or an all Spanish-speaking class. 

“Our students are able to speak two languages, and to watch them 
IURP�RQH�ODQJXDJH�WR�WKH�QH[W�LV�LQFUHGLEOH�µ�VDLG�ÀUVW�JUDGH�WHDFKHU�
Ainsley Harris, who teaches the English class.

Dos Mundos teaches students not only how to speak both lan-
guages but also how to write in dual languages, according to princi-
pal Alison Covington.

Belvoir Elementary School is now an open enrollment school. 
Covington hopes Dos Mundos entices parents to enroll their stu-
dents at her school, since it is the only school in the district with the 
program.

Dos Mundos is creating bi-literate students and is exposing them 
to different cultures, Harris said. The school’s Spanish-speaking 
teachers hail from Ecuador, Honduras and Costa Rica. Belvoir’s stu-
dents Skype with students who are learning the same curriculum in 
their teacher’s native country.

There is a need for bi-literate employees in today’s workforce, accord-
ing to instructional coach Courtney Dubis.

“Being bi-literate better equips you to support your community,” she 
said.

Covington’s son is enrolled in Dos Mundos.
“It challenges him. Everyday he learns something new and comes 

KRPH�SURXG�DQG�IXOO�RI�FRQÀGHQFH�µ�VKH�VDLG��´+H�WKLQNV�LQ�6SDQLVK�DQG�
is 5-years-old.”

The students are aware of one another’s weaknesses and are always 

willing to help, Harris said. For instance, last school year, a student was 
transferred to Belvoir Elementary from a school in Mexico. It was English 
Day and the students were playing a game, which required someone to 
state: One, two, three, go.

When it was the transfer student’s turn to go, the student giving the 
directions said: Uno, dos, tres, vamas.

“The children understand,” Harris said.
Dubis added, “They have an awareness of one another.”
In the 2018-19 school year, Dos Mundos will be open to students in 

grades K-3. By 2020-21, the program will be available to the whole stu-
dent body — grades K-5.

Bethel School has all the charm of a small community school while 
also providing its 300 students in grades K-8 all the technological, ac-
ademic and extracurricular opportunities of any public school in Pitt 
County.

“Bethel is the perfect combination of a public school with a private 
VFKRRO�PHQWDOLW\�µ�VDLG�(ODLQD�:LQJÀHOG��D�JUDGH�����(QJOLVK�DQG�VRFLDO�
studies teacher.

Rising eighth-grader Cadence Mundell echoed the sentiments of fel-
low students when she said, “Every morning when I wake up, I know I 
want to come to school because the people here are so great and you can 
trust our teachers are supportive.”

Iseuri Bautista, also a rising eighth-grader, experienced Bethel School 
IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WKLV�\HDU�

“It’s very different. There are more teachers that help you with things 

BETHEL SCHOOL
like testing when you barely know what you’re doing,” she said.

Rising freshman Brianna Joyner agreed.
“Not only is it a school, it’s a place where we can be ourselves and 

they will push us to do better,” Joyner said.
The teachers intentionally make sure every child who walks through 

the door is celebrated for his or her unique ability. Whether a child is 
DFDGHPLFDOO\��DUWLVWLFDOO\�RU�DWKOHWLFDOO\�LQFOLQHG��WKH\�ZLOO�ÀQG�D�SODFH�
WR�QRW�MXVW�ÀW�LQ�EXW�DOVR�WKULYH�

“Each child has something unique they bring into Bethel School every 
GD\�µ�:LQJÀHOG�VDLG�

Many of the student body are literally family.
“It’s made up of brothers, sisters, cousins. The older ones look after 

their younger siblings,” said principal Jeremiah Miller.
The school offers every sport other schools do, including wrestling 

and track, and after school clubs that cater to a wide variety of 
interests from technology to yoga.
´2XU�VWXGHQWV�OLYH�KHUH��)URP������LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�WR������LQ�WKH�

afternoon, kids are here at their own will. We have to push them 
RXW�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�PRVW�GD\V�µ�:LQJÀHOG�VDLG��DGGLQJ�WKH�VWDII�LV�
much the same way. “We stay to collaborate and work extra ev-
ery day because we want to, not because we are told to. The staff 
enjoy coming to school on Monday just as much as we do going 
home of Friday. You couldn’t pay me to teach anywhere else in 
Pitt County.”

Students love the small community school so much, many re-
turn as teachers, and many of those stay until they retire.

The small community outside of school also contributes greatly 
to making Bethel School a success, generously supplying volun-
teers and material resources.
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C.M. EPPES MIDDLE SCHOOL
C.M. Eppes Middle School has worked hard become a model of how 

well the Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports or PBIS program 

works. 

PBIS is a framework of positive strategies aimed at preventing and 

changing behavior that hinders teaching and learning. Each school builds 

RQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN��FXVWRPL]LQJ�LW�WR�ÀW�LWV�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV��
“The PBIS in this school is incredibly important. Our students come to 

us with unique needs,” said principal Francis Altman. “If we focus some 

of our efforts on fostering good student behavior allowing us to engage 

and grow them (academically), 

that’s mission accomplished.” 

Now in its fourth successful year 

of implementation, Altman credits 

the school’s music teacher Caroline 

Bisset and the entire staff for cham-

pioning the PBIS process at Eppes.

“We are probably one of the No. 

1 schools in the district for our PBIS 

program. She is recognized in the 

school district for leading PBIS,” 

Altman said. 

The program gets kids excited 

about being at school because they 

are earning rewards for good behav-

ior.

“Immediately, you could see a 

change,” Bisset said. “Suspensions 

went down almost 20 percent in one 

year, and it is progressively getting 

CHICOD SCHOOL
Chicod School’s 61,000-square-foot addition opened in January 2018. 

The state-of-the-art media center is three times the size of the former li-

brary, which opens up greater opportunities for students, teachers and the 

community.

´$�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�ZH�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WR�JLYH�WKHP�EHIRUH�DUH�ÀQDOO\�VWDUWLQJ�WR�
happen,” said Angie Miller, the school’s media coordinator.

The spacious media center includes reading areas, 10 new computer 

VWDWLRQV��D�ERRN�URRP�IRU�WHDFKHUV��VWDII�PHHWLQJ�URRP��DQ�RIÀFH�DQG�LQQR-

vator lab. There is now private space where testing, tutoring or other quiet 

activities can be conducted. 

More space allows for simultaneous instruction of several grade levels. 

“Before, it was chaotic. We were on top of each other,” she 

said. “Our stress level has decreased dramatically.”

Miller is excited to see the pride students, particularly the 

younger ones, have taken in the new media center. 

In the former library, books had to be stacked, the roof 

leaked, the carpet stained and sticky mousetraps were plentiful. 

Upon entering the new media center, students were awe-

struck.

“I wish I had videoed their reaction. It was like coming 

downstairs on Christmas morning,” Miller said, adding she 

witnessed a whole new sense of pride in taking care of it.

Art, hands-on projects and lessons involving innovative 

equipment like 3D printers can now take place in the lab. 

“We are excited about the possibilities,” Miller said.

The spacious center is able to accommodate staff and club 

meetings as well as community events like parent night.

“Now that we have the space, we’ll try to add and build and 

JHW�RXUVHOYHV�XS�WR�D�VWDQGDUG�µ�0LOOHU�VDLG��UHÁHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�

old facility’s inability to accommodate 21st-century technology. “I’m ex-

cited at where we are headed with the lab, the technology, the media cen-

ter itself and the ownership the kids are taking with this room.”

Rising third-grader Alexis Inkell thinks the new center is “awesome.”

´7KHUH� LV� QHZ� VWXII�� QRW� DOO� GLUW\��7KH� ÁRRU� LV� QRW� GLUW\� OLNH� WKH� ROG�
library. There are labels on the shelves so we know where books are sup-

SRVHG�WR�EH��<RX�FDQ�ÀQG�WKH�ERRNV�UHDOO\�HDV\��:H�FDQ�JHW�RQ�FRPSXWHUV��
There is stuff we can do here, stuff that’s new,” Inkell said.

Miller Stanley, a rising third-grader, loves to read.

“All the new books (Miller) got are pretty cool. There’s a lot more fur-

niture in here and brand new furniture, too,” Stanley said.

better.” 

Tickets earned when being “caught doing good” are deposited through-

out the week into a bucket for weekly prize drawings on Ticket Tuesday. 

Students earn the opportunity to participate in fun events, like games 

when they meet behavior standards all week long. 

The school’s PBIS team structured regular events, including PRIDE 

(Prepared, Responsible, Integrity, Doing one’s best and Everyone mat-

ters) Fridays to include theme-based indoor sports tournaments that create 

excitement as kids dress up and compete. Students especially look for-

ward to games that pit teachers and 

students against each other, Altman 

said. The 9-week rewards called the 

Big Events bring bigger rewards for 

students who display good behavior 

all the time.

PBIS has become so successful 

and the well-behaved students so 

many, the school is looking at re-

vamping some of the events. Nam-

ing a Student of the Week or the Top 

Dog every nine weeks also works 

well. 

“If the PBIS program is success-

ful, it is because you have loving, 

caring teachers who implement that 

SURJUDP�ZLWK�ÀGHOLW\�µ�$OWPDQ�VDLG��
“It’s still an up and coming program 

for our school and other. It’s nice to 

know we are helping lead the way.”
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CREEKSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
&UHHNVLGH�(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO�ZDV� WKH�ÀUVW� HOHPHQWDU\� VFKRRO� LQ� WKH�

GLVWULFW� WR� VWDUW� D� 6WXGHQW�*RYHUQPHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ� RU� 6*$�QHDUO\�ÀYH�
years ago.

Since its implementation, staff has seen a decrease in behavioral is-
sues, according to assistant principal Jennifer Forsythe.

SGA consists of two representatives from each homeroom in grades 

3-5. SGA members are responsible for hosting two assemblies a year. 
Last year’s assemblies focused on spreading kindness and skits high-
lighting responsible and respectful behavior.

Abdal Musallam served as the 2017-18 SGA president.
“Kids that act bad get more attention, but we wanted to recognize good 

behavior and bring attention to kindness,” Musallam said.
SGA members launched a “shout out” board, 

which highlights good character. They also imple-
PHQWHG�D�EXGG\�FODVV�V\VWHP��ZKHUH�ÀIWK�JUDGHUV�DUH�
partnered with second-graders, fourth-graders with 
NLQGHUJDUWHQHUV��DQG�WKLUG�JUDGHUV�ZLWK�ÀUVW�JUDGHUV�

The buddies host monthly meetings and team up 
with their buddies to read stories aloud.

The SGA also promotes Creekside's four Cardinal 
Rules: Be Prepared, Be Respectful, Be Responsible 
and Be a Learner. These rules support the school’s 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports or 
PBIS system.

“As SGA president, I listen to students’ concerns, 
interests and ideas. All the homeroom representatives 
come to me. If students are behaving well, they get 
rewarded. If they aren’t acting correctly, they won’t 
get rewarded. My friends now look at the system as 
a strong motivation,” Musallam said, referring to the 
school’s Dojo system.

This system tracks students’ behavior. Rewards are 
presented every two weeks, like a technology day, 
movie time or recess. Students in grades K-2 earn 
points, which can then be traded in for prizes. 

D.H. Conley High School is expanding its cross training and collabora-
tion among staff to enhance the learning experience for students.

Collaboration between technology teacher Kenny Weston and health 
occupational therapy teacher Brooke Hardee sparked the school-wide ini-
tiative.
+HDOWK�VWXGHQWV�ZRUNHG�RQ�SUR�ÀWWLQJ�DQ�DUWLÀFLDO�KDQG�ODVW�VHPHVWHU��

while technology students created the parts from the school’s 3D printers.
“It is trial and error as they are learning together,” said principal Don 

Marr.
7KLUW\�ÀYH�VWXGHQWV�ZRUNHG�RQ�WKH�SURMHFW��ZKLFK�LI�VXFFHVVIXO��ZRXOG�

D.H. CONLEY HIGH SCHOOL
EHQHÀW�SDWLHQWV�DQG�KHOS�SODVWLF�VXUJHRQV�

“Our students are excited and look forward to ownership,” Hardee said.
Weston said, “My students’ interest peaked when they began printing. 

They are motivated to design the pieces, so they can print them.”
D.H. Conley’s science and agricultural departments are also collaborat-

ing through the school’s egg sales. Conley grades and sells chicken eggs 
out of the school. The school’s automotive courses are collaborating with 
WKH�JURXQGV�FUHZ�DQG�DUH� UHFHLYLQJ�RQ�WKH�MRE� WUDLQLQJ�E\�À[LQJ�HTXLS-
ment. Sociology and psychology are also collaborating with the agricul-
tural department with more hands-on learning opportunities. Using mice, 

students are testing behaviors.
“We don’t injure the animals; students just ob-

serve how the mice react in certain simulations, 
like a maze,” Marr said.

The school’s carpentry classes also collaborate 
with agricultural to construct their chicken coops 
and fences.
6WDII� LV� VHHLQJ� ÀUVW� KDQG� WKH� EHQHÀWV� RI� FURVV�

training.
“We are giving our students practical experi-

ence,” Marr said.
Practical experience will continue to expand in 

the 2018-19 school year, when the school’s health 
RFFXSDWLRQDO�ODE�RSHQV��,W�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ÀUVW�ODE�RI�LWV�
kind in the district.

Featuring eight study areas, the lab will intro-
duce students to pharmaceuticals, veterinarian and 
GHQWDO�ÀHOGV��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�VHW�D�FDVW��
draw blood and more.
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E.B. AYCOCK MIDDLE SCHOOL
Belinda Nolen, a seventh grade math teacher and the school’s com-

munity outreach coordinator, organized E.B. Aycock Middle School’s 

ÀUVW�HYHU�&RPPXQLW\�/HDUQLQJ�([FKDQJH�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������
$SSUR[LPDWHO\����SDUHQWV��HGXFDWRUV��VFKRRO�ERDUG�PHPEHUV��FRPPX-

QLW\� PHPEHUV� DQG� ��� VL[WK� DQG�
seventh graders came together 

to get acquainted. They talk-

HG� DERXW� ZKHUH� WKH\·G� JRQH� WR�
VFKRRO��ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�QRZ�DQG�
WKH� W\SH� RI� VFKRRO� WKH\� ZRXOG�
like to attend in the future.

´7KH� PRUH� ZH� WDONHG�� WKH�
PRUH�ZH�OHDUQHG�DERXW�HDFK�RWK-

HU·V� VWRULHV�� ,W� ZDV� D� ZRQGHUIXO�
event,” Nolen said.

The event included discus-

sions geared for each grade level 

— environment and recycling for 

VL[WK�JUDGHUV��EXOO\LQJ�IRU�VHYHQWK�JUDGHUV�DQG�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�SUHYHQWLRQ�
ZDV�GLVFXVVHG�ZLWK�HLJKWK�JUDGHUV�
´,�ZDV� QHUYRXV� DERXW� WKH�ZKROH� VLWXDWLRQ�µ� VDLG� ULVLQJ� HLJKWK�JUDGHU�

<D]PHLQ�0LOHV��ZKR�LV�RIWHQ�EXOOLHG�IRU�EHLQJ�XQXVXDOO\�WDOO�IRU�KHU�DJH��
+RZHYHU��RQFH�VKH�RSHQHG�XS��VKH�OHDUQHG�VKH�ZDV�QRW�DORQH�
´,W�ZDV�JRRG�NQRZLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHQW�WKURXJK�

ZKDW�,�GLG�DQG�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW·V�OLNH�µ�0LOHV�VDLG��´,W�LV�JRRG�WR�WDON�WR�SHR-

SOH�DERXW�KRZ�\RX�IHHO�µ�
The fact that her math teacher is also tall helped, too. 

´$IWHU�0V��1ROHQ�EHFDPH�P\�WHDFKHU��,�IHOW�OLNH�,�KDG�D�WDOO�WHDFKHU�WKDW�
understands me,” Miles said.

EASTERN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
(DVWHUQ�(OHPHQWDU\�SULQFLSDO�5REELH�-RKQVRQ�IHOW�WKH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�LP-

plement STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education 

LQWR�KLV�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�WKLV�\HDU�ZRXOG�EH�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�ZKROH�VFKRRO�
´7KH�WHDFKHUV�KDYH�GRQH�D�JUHDW�MRE�ZLWK�LW�³�DUW��PXVLF��SK\VLFDO�HG-

XFDWLRQ�� JXLGDQFH� FRXQVHORUV�� VSHFLDO� HGXFDWLRQ� WHDFKHUV�� HYHU\ERG\� LV�
LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH�SURFHVV��ZKLFK�PDNHV� LW� D� ORW� VWURQJHU� IRXQGDWLRQ� IURP�
ZKLFK�ZH�FDQ�EXLOG��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�XS�WR�RXU�ÀIWK�JUDGH�VWX-

dents,” said Ashley Fillingame, the school’s STEM guru.

'XULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDU�RI�IXOO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��)LOOLQJDPH�WDXJKW�VWDII�DQG�
students to think as teams rather than competitors, to see there is not al-

ZD\V�RQH�ULJKW�DQVZHU�DQG�WKDW�IDLOXUH�LV�VWLOO�OHDUQLQJ�
7KLV�ÀUVW�\HDU�KDV�EHHQ�DERXW� WUDLQLQJ�WHDFKHUV��JHWWLQJ�WKH�HQJLQHHU-

ing process and STEM language 

ZRYHQ�LQWR�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH�VFKRRO�
GRHV��-RKQVRQ�VDLG�
´-XVW� DOORZLQJ� SHRSOH·V� FUH-

DWLYLW\�WR�UXQ�ZLOG�µ�-RKQVRQ�DGG-

ed.

Old-school teaching and learn-

ing centered on learning facts and 

WDNLQJ� WHVWV� WR� VKRZ� SURÀFLHQF\�
ZKHUHDV� SUREOHP�VROYLQJ� DQG�
KDQGV�RQ�� SURMHFW�EDVHG� HGXFD-
WLRQ� DOORZV� VWXGHQWV� WR� VHH� LQ-

stantly the practical application.

7HDFKHUV� ZHUH� QRW� DVNHG� WR�
WHDFK� D� ZKROH� QHZ� FXUULFXOXP��
just add challenges into the les-

VRQV� WKH\� DOUHDG\� FRYHU�� ZKLFK�

Fillingame helped facilitate.

6KH�KHOSHG�ÀIWK�JUDGH�WHDFKHUV�DSSO\�67(0�LQ�D�OHVVRQ�DERXW�WKH�%RV-
WRQ�7HD�3DUW\�E\�KDYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�GHVLJQ�VKLSSLQJ�FUDWHV�IURP�YDULRXV�PD-
WHULDOV��67(0�ZDV�ZRYHQ�LQWR�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�KLVWRU\�IRU�IRXUWK�JUDGHUV�
ZLWK� GHVLJQ� DQG� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� ORQJ� KRXVHV�� DQG� \RXQJ� FKLOGUHQ� EXLOW�
ZLQG�UHVLVWDQW� KRXVHV� IRU� WKH� IDPRXV� ´7KUHH� /LWWOH� 3LJVµ� RI� IDLU\�WDOH�
fame.

´7HDFKHUV�PD\�FKRRVH�WR�GR�D�67(0�FKDOOHQJH�DV�D�OHVVRQ�UHYLHZ�LQ-

VWHDG�RI� D�ZRUNVKHHW�RU�TXL]�µ�)LOOLQJDPH�DGGHG�� ´,I�ZH� FDQ�NHHS�NLGV�
H[FLWHG��WKH\�GRQ·W�PLQG�DV�PXFK�GRLQJ�WKH�URWH�PHPRUL]DWLRQ�VWXII�µ
6WXGHQWV�DUH�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�GLVFRYHULQJ�KRZ�WR�FUHDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�XVLQJ�

PDWK��ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�VWUHVVHG�RXW�E\�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQ�RI�DFFXUDWHO\�VROYLQJ�
��� PDWK� SUREOHPV� RQ� D� ZRUNVKHHW��
“It’s the same goal, just getting there 

differently,” Fillingame said.

7HDFKHUV�VHH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�W\SLFDO-
O\�GRQ·W�¶JHW�LW·�LQ�FODVV�RU�SDVV�ZULWWHQ�
tests suddenly actively engaged and 

naturally applying the math concepts 

WDXJKW�LQ�FODVV�WR�WKH�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ�
process.

´7KHUH� KDV� EHHQ� VRPH� DK�KD�PR-

PHQWV� ZLWK� WHDFKHUV�µ� )LOOLQJDPH�
VDLG��´:H·UH�H[FLWHG�WR�VHH�ZKHUH�WKLV�
JRHV�� WR� VHH�ZKDW� WRGD\·V�NLQGHUJDU-
WHQHUV�DUH�DEOH�WR�GR�LQ�ÀIWK�JUDGH�µ
-RKQVRQ�DGGHG��´:H�KDYH�GHÀQLWH-

O\� EURDGHQHG� KRUL]RQV� WKDW� ZH� KDG�
not even touched up to this point.”

7KH�&RPPXQLW\�/HDUQLQJ�([FKDQJH�KHOG�LQ�$SULO�IRFXVHG�RQ�ZKDW�LW�
PHDQV�WR�EH�D�FRPPXQLW\�VFKRRO�
$QRWKHU�VXFFHVVIXO�LQLWLDWLYH�(�%��$\FRFN�LV�JURZLQJ�LV�LWV�DIWHU�VFKRRO�

SURJUDP��FRRUGLQDWHG�E\�$QJHOD�*ULOOR��D�VL[WK�JUDGH�VFLHQFH�WHDFKHU�
7KH� ��ZHHN� SURJUDP� ZDV� ODXQFKHG� LQ� VSULQJ� ������

ZKLFK� KDG� ���� VWXGHQWV� SDUWLFLSDWH� HYHU\� 7XHVGD\� DQG�
7KXUVGD\�XQWLO������S�P��WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�HQG�RI�JUDGH�WHVW-
ing.

:KHQ�WKH�IDOO�SURJUDP�EHJDQ������VWXGHQWV�VLJQHG�XS�
IRU�JHQHUDO�OHVVRQ�FRQWHQW�UHYLHZ��

“We have had people from outside the community ask-

LQJ�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�RXU�DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�µ�*ULOOR�VDLG��
)HPDOH� VWXGHQWV� IURP�(DVW�&DUROLQD�8QLYHUVLW\� LQ� WKH�

´&ULPVRQ�&RXUWµ�DQG�´4XHHQ�LQ�<RXµ�JURXSV�ZRUNHG�VSH-
FLÀFDOO\�ZLWK�JLUOV�ZKR�ZRXOG�EHQHÀW�IURP�FRQÁLFW�UHVR-

lution and adjusting to middle school.

´,�OLNHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�DQ�DOO�JLUOV�JURXS�DQG�QR�ER\V�SOD\-

LQJ�DURXQG��:H�FRXOG�WDON�DERXW�WKLQJV�RQO\�ODGLHV�ZRXOG�
WDON�DERXW�µ�VDLG�UDLVLQJ�VHYHQWK�JUDGHU�1KDUL�1HZVRPH�
$W�OHDVW����WHDFKHUV�QRZ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�
&KULVWLQH�%ULVFRH��D�ULVLQJ�VHYHQWK�JUDGHU��DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�H[WUD�KHOS�
“I really like that teachers took time out of their day to help me,” she 

said.

7KH�VSULQJ������DIWHU�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�WDUJHWHG�����VWXGHQWV�IRU�HQG�RI�
grade prep in reading, math and science.

´:H�KDYH�VR�PDQ\�NLGV�EHJJLQJ�IRU�DIWHU�VFKRRO�DSSOLFDWLRQV��7KH\�ORYH�
LW�µ�*ULOOR�VDLG��´,W·V�QLFH�WR�VHH�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VWD\�DIWHU�VFKRRO�IRU�WKDW�H[WUD�
KHOS��7KH�SURJUDP�LV�D�ELJ�VXFFHVV��DQG�,·P�H[FLWHG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�LW�µ
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ELMHURST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Elmhurt Elementary School is enjoying its new 6,000-square-foot gym 

expansion, but it has been greatly challenged to fully implement its use. 
All the global health and wellness programs the school had planned were 
put on hold when long-time gym teacher Ronnie Goodall suddenly be-
came ill in January and another teacher left to care for family obligations.
0HDQZKLOH�� (OPKXUVW� IRFXVHG� RQ� JURZLQJ� RWKHU� SURJUDPV� WR� EHQHÀW�

healthy minds and bodies, 
such as the Walking Class-
room. It allows an entire class 
of students to walk while lis-
tening to educational podcasts 
on individual digital iPod-like 
devices called Playaways. 
While other North Caroli-
na schools have adopted the 
Walking Classroom, Elmhurst 
is piloting the $3,700 program 
for Pitt County Schools and 
introduced it to fourth grade 
students this school year. 
The school is adding 25 more 
SOD\HUV�IRU�ÀIWK�JUDGH�FODVVHV�
in 2018-19. The program con-
VLVWV�RI����� IRXUWK�DQG�ÀIWK�JUDGH�FXUULFXOXP�EDVHG� OHVVRQV�DORQJ�ZLWK�
vocabulary and video enhancements.

For 15 minutes, three days a week, students in Christopher Hill’s sci-
ence and social studies classes walk outdoors or in the halls during in-
clement weather while they listen to the lesson created by other children.

“We’re constantly having kids read lessons and passages, but with this, 

they are hearing it. They get to hear the vocabulary that many of the kids 
lack presented in a voice that is comfortable for them,” said principal Col-
leen Burt. “As they’re walking, all their brain receptors are activated, so 
being exposed to that while they’re walking is a win-win.”

After listening to the podcast once while walking, students return to the 
classroom to discuss it. They then listen to it a second time in class and 

take a comprehension quiz.
“It’s fun because we get to 

walk and listen,” said rising 
ÀIWK�JUDGHU� -DLGHQ� )OR\G�� ´<RX�
get more exercise, so you won’t 
have to just sit in the classroom.”
5LVLQJ� ÀIWK�JUDGHU� 7DWH� 3LQ-

QHU�DGGHG��´<RX�FDQ�JHW�D�ORW�RI�
exercise from walking and learn 
about anything you want to, like 
history.”

The Walking Classroom ben-
HÀWV� +LOO� DV� ZHOO� DV� WKH� RWKHU�
fourth grade teachers, he said.

“It provides an opportunity 
while they are in my class to 
get ‘ants out of the pants’ as my 

mama used to say,” Hill said, meaning by the time students get to the math 
and English classes his colleagues teach, they are more focused. “When 
we are talking about topics in class, they might remember something they 
listened to in one of the Walking Classroom lessons three weeks ago. It is 
opening their vision to a world of things they are able to see and compre-
hend at a greater level. It’s 21st century learning.”

Falkland Elementary School is in the process of developing into a 
school of innovation, which will focus on creativity, curiosity, critical 
thinking and collaboration, according to principal Ferdonia Stewart.

This new focus will be implemented using the STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and math) curriculum. Students will have access to 
coding methods and robotics.

“Kids will have access to hands-on learning 
and will be actively involved. Hands-on learn-
ing opens windows of opportunities. We want 
to prepare our students for the future,” Stewart 
said.

As part of the innovation efforts, the school 
year will be extended through late June.

“I’m excited to be part of new things and cre-
ating this new identity for our school. We are al-
ready seeing improvements in student achieve-
ments, attendance and discipline,” Stewart said, 
referring to the school’s restart model.

For the 2018-19 school year, Falkland Ele-
mentary School Elementary is restarting as a 
School of Innovation and Design. Staff is excit-
ed about focusing on student engagement using 
collaborative teaching best practices, Stewart 
said. 

Falkland is using manipulatives such as 
LEGO math and coding to enhance mathemati-
cal thinking and problem solving, she added.

“We have great teams in place. The impact of 
these changes and the new programs will only 

FALKLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
result in positive improvement,” Stewart said.

Falkland’s school facilities are also expanding with more community 
involvement and the expansion of its walking trails. The school has strong 
partnerships with its alumni, Rose Hill Church, DSM, United Way, East 
Carolina University and Cross Pointe Church.
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FARMVILLE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
“Farmville Central is a small school with the same opportunities as a large 

school because of the advances of technology,” said principal Brad John-
ston. “Ten years ago, we couldn’t offer academic equity or distance learning. 
Our students had to go to other schools, but now we offer an online option, 
which gives our students access to all classes through the virtual public high 
school.”

Students can enroll in college courses and even learn Japanese and Ger-
man if they wish, Johnston said. “We didn’t have these opportunities 10 years 
ago. Students now have the opportunity to shine in a smaller setting,” he said.

The opportunity to be able to take the course a student wants also increas-
es at Farmville Central due to the smaller student population. “There are less 
kids vying for the same opportunity, so there’s a great likelihood they can 
participate,” Johnston said.

Outside of academics, Farmville Central staff strive to create well-round-
ed students through volunteer and extracurricular activities. 
“‘What sets you apart?’” Johnston said is a common ques-
tion asked to students. “You have the academics, but ev-
eryone does. More opportunities exist at Farmville Central 
because we are small, and our students are given the oppor-
tunity to set themselves apart from the competition. There 
is not less competition, but our school setting provides a 
greater opportunity to excel to set themselves apart.”

The close-knit setting also allows staff to get to know 
students on a more “personal level outside of academics,” 
he said.  Farmville Central offers its students a personalized 
plan based on their interests and goals after high school.  “I 
DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�EH�ÁH[LEOH�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�VWXGHQWV·�
needs,” Johnston said, explaining there is a large interest in 
welding within the student population, so Farmville Central 
expanded its partnership with Pitt Community College to 
offer welding classes on the high school campus.

The high school is also adding computer manufacturing 

FARMVILLE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Farmville Middle School’s AVID 

(Advancement Via Individual Deter-
mination) program enters its fourth 
year in the 2018-19 school year. The 
course better prepares students for 
their future, according to AVID site 
coordinator Latonya Nixon-Vines.

AVID teaches students study skills, 
and how to plan and organize materi-
als and exposes them to higher learn-
ing opportunities with college tours.

“We promote a college culture,” 
Nixon-Vines said, explaining college 
banners line the school’s hallways and 
every Friday is College Day. “College 
is what we want all our students to 
shoot for.”

The program “increases awareness” 
about one’s future, she added. Students 
participate in study groups and learn 
how to problem solve and collaborate.

AVID students also complete community service projects. They partner 
with H.B. Sugg Elementary School and serve as student mentors to K-2 
students.

Farmville Middle’s OWLS (Occupations Women Likely Skip) program 
will enter its third year in the upcoming school year. Fully funded by a 
Women For Women grant, OWLS exposes young girls to occupations 
typically dominated by men, like networking, coding and electrical work. 

OWLS highlights STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 

careers. Students work with 
Little Bits, STEM-based ma-
terials similar to LEGO bricks 
that allow students to create 
and build, according to for-
mer media coordinator Delane 
Fuquay, who wrote the grant 
for the program.

“In rural Pitt County, OWLS 
has opened doors and our stu-
dents see the opportunities 
available to them. We didn’t 
want our school to get left be-
hind,” she said.

Using Little Bits, students 
have created a record player 
using a pizza box, an aquarium, 
a “Your Room Was Hacked” 
buzzer and more.

“It is inspiring to see their 
creations,” said OWLS adviser 

Rebecca Bunn. “They see something and aren’t sure how it works but 
NQRZ�WKH\�FDQ�ÀQG�RXW�µ

Fuquay added, “Our students are energetic and eager to learn. They 
enjoy math and science and working with their hands. OWLS builds con-
ÀGHQFH�µ

OWLS meets twice a week for an hour during the school’s Patriot pe-
riod. OWLS partners with various companies, including Pitt Community 
College and Apple for tours.

and HVAC courses through its partnership with the community college. “We 
are preparing students for life after high school. It doesn’t have to be a four-
year college. It can be trade work. Many students like to work with their 
hands. As educators, we need to push them in the right direction, and we 
KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�EH�ÁH[LEOH�ZLWK�D�VWXGHQW·V�VFKHGXOH�WR�PDNH�LW�ZRUN�µ

Students who enter the trade path have the opportunity to graduate from 
KLJK�VFKRRO�ZLWK�D�WZR�\HDU�GHJUHH�RU�FHUWLÀFDWLRQV�QHHGHG�IRU�HPSOR\PHQW���
“We want our students to become gainfully employed and be able to support 
themselves. That is the ultimate goal we have for each student who walks in 
our door,” Johnston said.

For college-bound students, Farmville Central offers dual enrollment, 
which allows students to complete high school requirements and take col-
lege-level courses. “The opportunity is here at the Pitt Community Col-
lege-Farmville Center and here on our campus. A student can get a two-year 

degree and high school diploma, just like they can at the early 
college,” Johnston said.

More than half of the Class of 2018 were dual enrollment 
students.  “What does life after high school look like?” remains 
at the forefront of Farmville Central.  “It is our mission to get a 
kid set up in the best position for life after high school,” John-
ston said. Staff has taken an active role is determining students’ 
strengths and steering them in that direction.

“The success we have had comes back to the small school 
setting. We know our students’ strengths and make sure they 
apply for the scholarships they are best suited for,” Johnston 
said.  Farmville Central’s scholarship amount continues to in-
crease. The Class of 2015 garnered $4 million in scholarships. 
7KDW�ÀJXUH�MXPSHG�WR������PLOOLRQ�IRU�WKH�&ODVV�RI�������DQG�
WKH�&ODVV�RI������HDUQHG������PLOOLRQ�LQ�VFKRODUVKLSV�

“Our students have done a good job helping to market them-
selves and project their best image. They understand how to put 
their best foot forward to be successful,” Johnston said. 
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G.R. WHITFIELD SCHOOL
7KH�*�5��:KLWÀHOG�&RXJDUV�DUH�FUD]\�DERXW�VSRUWV�
)RU� D� VPDOO� VFKRRO��*�5��:KLWÀHOG�6FKRRO�RIIHUV� DOO� WKH� VDPH� VSRUWV�

PLGGOH�VFKRROV�GR��LQFOXGLQJ�ZUHVWOLQJ�
7KH�VFKRRO·V�QHZ�&RXJDU�&UD]LHV�VSLULW�FOXE�PDGH�XS�RI�QHDUO\����VWX-

GHQWV�LQ�JUDGHV�����KDV�LQVSLUHG�PRUH�HQWKXVLDVP��SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�JDPH�
DWWHQGDQFH��
´,W� LV� IRU� WKRVH� NLGV�ZKR�SHUKDSV� GRQ·W� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� DWKOHWLFV� DQG� D�

FOXE�WKH\�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�KDYH�VSHFLÀF�DFDGHPLF�FULWHULD�WR�PHHW��,W·V�D�FOXE�
DQ\ERG\�FDQ�EH�D�SDUW�RI�µ�VDLG�SULQFLSDO�7UDF\�*LEEV��DGGLQJ�SDUHQWV�SOD\�
D�PDMRU�UROH�LQ�JURZLQJ�WKH�VFKRRO·V�DWKOHWLFV�SURJUDP��
6XSSRUWLQJ� WKH� VFKRRO·V� VSRUWV� KDV� DOVR� EHFRPH�

TXLWH� D� IDVKLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� VFKRRO·V� QHZ� VSLULW� ZHDU��
ZKLFK�LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV�QRW�MXVW�DWKOHWHV�
0DWWKHZ�0HOWRQ��:KLWÀHOG·V�DWKOHWLF�GLUHFWRU�DQG�

EDVHEDOO�FRDFK��FRQWLQXHV�WR�JURZ�WKH�SURJUDP�
´/DVW�\HDU��ZH�KDG�����PLGGOH�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�DQG�

���RI�WKHP�SOD\HG�VRPHWKLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�HYHQ�PRUH�
WKLV�\HDU�µ�0HOWRQ�VDLG��´7KH�RQO\�WKLQJ�ZH�GRQ·W�RI-
IHU�LV�WUDFN��:H�KDYH�FURVV�FRXQWU\�EXW�QRW�WUDFN��:H�
DUH�MXVW�VR�IDU�IURP�DQ\ERG\�WKDW�KDV�D�WUDFN�WKDW�ZH�
FDQ�XVH�IRU�SUDFWLFH�µ
6FKRRO� PD\� EH� WKH� RQO\� RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� PDQ\�

\RXWK�LQ�*ULPHVODQG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�VSRUWV�DW�DOO�
´7KH���PLOHV�EHWZHHQ�KHUH�DQG�*UHHQYLOOH�WR�SOD\�

UHFUHDWLRQ�EDVNHWEDOO�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�EH�DQ�RFHDQ�EH-
FDXVH� WKH\� GRQ·W� KDYH� D�ZD\� WR� JHW� WKHUH�µ�0HOWRQ�
VDLG��
7KH� VFKRRO� LV� FDPSDLJQLQJ� WR� UDLVH� �������� WR�

EXLOG�UHVWURRPV�DQG�D�FRQFHVVLRQ�VWDQG�RQ�WKH�VRFFHU�

ÀHOG��ORFDWHG�QHDUO\�����\DUGV�IURP�WKH�J\P�
´,I�ZH�FDQ�JHW�UHVWURRPV��ZH�FRXOG�XVH�WKH�ÀHOG�D�ORW�PRUH�IRU�SK\VLFDO�

HGXFDWLRQ�WRR��:H�DOVR�KDYH�D�UHFUHDWLRQ�SURJUDP�WKDW�SOD\V�EDVHEDOO�RXW�
KHUH��VR�WKH\�FRXOG�JHW�GXDO�XVH�RXW�RI�LW�µ�0HOWRQ�VDLG�
:KLWÀHOG�DOVR�ZDQWV�WR�DGG�D�VLQN�WR�LWV�H[LVWLQJ�FRQFHVVLRQ�VWDQG�WR�EH�

DEOH�WR�SURYLGH�PRUH�WKDQ�SUH�SDFNDJHG�IRRGV�
*ULPHVODQG�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV�DUH�YHU\�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�WKHLU�FRP-

PXQLW\�VFKRRO·V�JRDOV�
´%HLQJ�D�VPDOO�VFKRRO��WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�ZH�FDQ�SUR-

YLGH�IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�DUH�SURXG�RI�µ�*LEEV�VDLG��

*ULIWRQ�6FKRRO� LV� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH�KHDUW� RI�3LWW�&RXQW\·V�RQH� DQG�RQO\�
´)DPLO\�7RZQ�µ�SHU�LWV�WRZQ�WDJOLQH�
´)RU�WKH�SROLFH�GHSDUWPHQW��*ULIWRQ�6FKRRO�LV�RXU�PDLQ�IRFXV��RXU�SULRU-

LW\�µ�VDLG�&KLHI�%ULDQ�6LOYD�RI�WKH�*ULIWRQ�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�
3ULQFLSDO� .HYLQ� 6PLWK� DGGHG�� ´,W� KDV� EHHQ� D� ORQJ� WUDGLWLRQ� IRU� RXU�

VFKRRO� WR� EXLOG� RQ� LWV� SDUWQHUVKLS� ZLWK�
WKH�WRZQ�µ
7KH�*ULIWRQ�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�KDV�D�

SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�GDLO\�ZLWK�RIÀFHUV�
FRQGXFWLQJ� ZDON�WKURXJKV� WZLFH� D� GD\��
6LOYD�VDLG�
6PLWK� WULHV� WR� EH� YLVLEOH� LQ� WKH� FRP-

PXQLW\��WRR�
´,�ZDQW�WR�EXLOG�RXU�VFKRRO·V�UHODWLRQ-

VKLS�ZLWK�WRZQ�OHDGHUV��,�PHHW�UHJXODUO\�
ZLWK�WKH�WRZQ�PDQDJHU�DQG�VHH�WKH�SROLFH�
FKLHI�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�D�ZHHN�µ�6PLWK�VDLG��
´,�ZDQW�WKH�WRZQ·V�OHDGHUV�WR�KDYH�UHOD-
WLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�RXU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� VHH�RXU�
VFKRRO�DV�D�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�FRPPXQLW\�µ
+LV�VWDII�LV�DOVR�KLJKO\�DFWLYH�DQG�YLV-

LEOH� LQ� WRZQ��(DFK�\HDU��*ULIWRQ�6FKRRO�
KDV� D� ÁRDW� LQ� WKH� DQQXDO� 6KDG� )HVWLYDO�
SDUDGH� DQG� SDUWLFLSDWHV� LQ� FRPPXQLW\�
HYHQWV�KHOG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��6WXGHQWV�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�ORFDO�FKXUFK·V�3LQHZRRG�
'HUE\�FRQWHVW��)RXUWK�JUDGHUV�WRXU�*ULI-
WRQ·V�ODQGPDUNV��OLNH�WKH�PXVHXP�
´7KHVH�DUH�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLSV�QHHGHG�LI�

GRIFTON SCHOOL
ZH�ZDQW�WR�VHH�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�VXFFHHG��:H�PXVW�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU��7KLV�FRP-
PXQLW\�LV�YHU\�VXSSRUWLYH�µ�6PLWK�VDLG��DGGLQJ�'ROODU�*HQHUDO�RI�*ULIWRQ�
UHFHQWO\�GRQDWHG���������WR�WKH�VFKRRO·V�OLWHUDF\�SURJUDP��DQG�LQ�WKH�DI-
WHUPDWK�RI�+XUULFDQH�0DWWKHZ��WKH�FRPPXQLW\�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�DV�RQH��
6LOYD�DGGHG��´*ULIWRQ�LV�WKH�IDPLO\�WRZQ�µ
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HOPE MIDDLE SCHOOL
Hope Middle School’s trophy case contains numerous symbols of stu-

dents’ intellectual prowess as well as physical. Scholars participate in nine 
state and national academic competitions in art, writing, math, science, lit-
erature, history and technology.

“We can’t offer these extracurricular activities unless we have staff to 
VXSSRUW�LW�µ�VDLG�SULQFLSDO�-HQQLIHU�3RSOLQ��´2XU�VWDII�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VDFULÀFH�
their personal time above and beyond classroom responsibilities, so we can 
offer opportunities to our students. If staff didn’t sponsor our extracurricular 
activities, we wouldn’t be able to provide the 
numerous opportunities for our students.”

The abundance of academic trophies 
demonstrates the teams are worthy of the in-
vestment.

Hope’s outstanding reputation makes oth-
er schools groan when it shows up, said math 
and robotics team sponsor Karen Eberenz 
with a smile.

“Kids know each other from other schools 
and say, ‘If nobody from Hope is there, I 
stand a chance,” she said.

Art Showcase features drawing, photogra-
phy, painting and poetry. Quill is a narrative, 
argumentative, information and persuasive 
writing contest. Twelve is a 12-round, 12-cat-
egory, 12-question, 12-student team trivia 
competition. Hope also has a Quiz Bowl 
team, and its MathCounts team is among the 
top schools in the region. 

Hope has been a three-time regional 

J.H. ROSE HIGH SCHOOL
J.H. Rose High School’s advanced placement or AP language teacher 

$VKOH\�+XWFKLVRQ�WHDFKHV�6HPLQDU��WKH�ÀUVW�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�QHZ�WZR�\HDU�
AP Capstone program that teaches independent research, teamwork and 
communication skills. 

“It is a way to bring all the good things our students are doing into 
one program and focus their attention on being able to do some scholar-
ly research in their areas of interest,” 
Hutchison said.

Because it is a yearlong course, the 
school requires AP language be taken 
along with Seminar, which earns stu-
dents two credits.  
7KH�ÀQDO�H[DP�LQ�6HPLQDU�LV�EDVHG�

on performance tasks worked on for 
months. It requires students to write 
a critical analysis of reasoning and a 
mini research paper. 

Students practice research skills 
WKH� ÀUVW� VHPHVWHU� DQG� ZRUN� RQ� WKH�
performance tasks in preparation 
for the exam in the second semes-
WHU��7KH\�ÀUVW�ZULWH�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�UH-
search report then team up with oth-
ers in a small group for a multi-media presentation of all their different 
perspectives. Scoring is based on individual work, which is uploaded to a 
College Board site and scored during the summer.

Another task is choosing a research question and argument from a pack-
et that contains documents related to art, literature, history, technology or 
science. Then they do an individual media presentation. To accomplish 

the tasks, students had to explore art, science, history and other subjects. 
“I’ve been able to work with other teachers in the school to bring in 

their expertise to my class, so they can see it really is a multi-disciplinary 
course,” Hutchison said.
6HPLQDU�LV�ULJRURXV��DQG�VRPH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�IHOW�RYHUZKHOPHG�DW�ÀUVW�

but are later proud of their accomplishments.
“It requires them to be self-motivated, 

independent and willing to solve problems 
and work through them,” she said.

The yearlong language and seminar 
courses help them be better prepared for the 
exam.

“They have really liked putting work into 
something and enjoy doing the presenta-
tions. … It makes them feel good to over-
come some of those challenges,” Hutchison 
said.

“The writing and research is a lot like 
what they will be doing in college. Because 
they have to do a lot independently, that also 
prepares them for college.”

The research course to follow in 2018-19 
will be taught by an AP social studies teach-

er. Due to the independent nature of the course, students will check in with 
others teachers from time to time. 

“We have a great AP program here, not only with the number of courses 
ZH�RIIHU�EXW�DOVR�KRZ�RXU�VWXGHQWV�SHUIRUP��2XU�SURÀFLHQF\�LV�KLJKHU�WKDQ�
the state average every year and the highest in the county,” said principal 
Monica Jacobson.

champ in Battle of the Books, where students are quizzed about facts in 27 
assigned books.

Numerous students go to the Science Olympiad regional meet. At least 
RQH� W\SLFDOO\�DGYDQFHV� WR�QDWLRQDOV��7KH�ÁHGJOLQJ�),567�/(*2�/HDJXH�
robotics team, Mechanical Mustangs, continues to improve. 

Pitting their intellectual ability against top middle school students in the 
country is just as rewarding and fun for academic teams as football or bas-
ketball is to others. 

“This is their sport,” said Eberenz, who 
LV�DOVR�DQ�$FDGHPLFDOO\�,QWHOOHFWXDOO\�*LIW-
ed teacher and MathCounts coach. “When 
you know you do well in your school and 
on your grade level, you really don’t know 
where you are until to you go to an East 
Carolina University competition and there 
are 700 students there.”

Academically gifted students are intrin-
sically driven and need greater challenges 
RXWVLGH� WKH� FODVVURRP�� 3RSOLQ� VDLG�� /LNH�
student-athletes, each academic team has 
its own T-shirt with the student’s name on 
it, giving scholars a sense of belonging and 
pride.

“These academic teams give them a place 
WR�ÀW�LQ�DQG�ÀQG�WKHLU�¶SHRSOH�·µ�VDLG�/(*2�
team sponsor Beth Sanderson. “There is a 
place in this school for these academic com-
petitions that give these children opportuni-
ty to excel. I’m glad we can do that.”
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LAKEFOREST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The Leadership Academy, a 

group of older African-Amer-
ican men, visit Lakeforest 
Elementary School twice a 
month for an hour to mentor 
approximately 20 male fourth 
DQG�ÀIWK�JUDGH�VWXGHQWV��

They are members of 100 
Black Men of Eastern North 
Carolina, a local chapter of 
����%ODFN�0HQ�LQ�$PHULFD�

“We want to make these 
young men well rounded, to 
catch them at an early age, get 
them thinking now about their 
future,” said Butler Lewis, 
64, a former military and civil 
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RIÀFHU��

Johnny Ford, 51, added, 
“Our primary focus here is to be positive role models and to train leaders, 
WR�VHH�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WKH\�KDYH�LQ�WKHPVHOYHV�µ
7KH�PHQWRUV� WHDFK�VNLOOV� LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� WHDPZRUN��FRQÁLFW� UHVR-

OXWLRQ��PDQDJLQJ�PRQH\��JURRPLQJ��PDQQHUV�DQG�JHQHUDO�JRRG�FKDUDFWHU��
They teach table manners, when and how to wear a tie and how to greet 
RWKHUV��VXFK�DV�H\H�FRQWDFW�DQG�VKDNLQJ�KDQGV�

“We try to challenge them to be the best they can be every day, not just 
in school, but at home and in the community, to just be great citizens,” 
)RUG�VDLG�

The group also introduces community leaders to the students, in such 

ÀHOGV� DV� EDQNLQJ�� HPHUJHQF\�
response, military service, law 
enforcement and former Lead-
HUVKLS�$FDGHP\�PHQWHHV�

“We want them to see there 
are people that care about 
WKHP�µ�)RUG�VDLG�

Curtis Best, 72, a retired 
psychiatric social worker, 
added, “One of our mottos is 
‘What they see is what they 
ZLOO�EH�·�6R�ZH�WU\� WR�SURYLGH�
them things they want to know 
DERXW�µ

Ford said, “Our main goal 
is to support the family, the 
VFKRRO�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��7R�
get these young men thinking 
about others, not just about 

WKHP�³�EHLQJ�OHDGHUV�LQ�VFKRRO��:H�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKHP�µ
School counselor Brittany Rollings recognizes the value of such a pro-

JUDP��
“This is an incredible group to get students to witness positive male role 

PRGHOV�ÀUVW�KDQG�DQG� WR�KDYH� WKHVH�PHQ�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV� WR�µ�VKH�VDLG��
´7KH�ER\V�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�LW�µ
%HVW�DGGHG��´:H�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�NQRZ�WKH\�FDQ�FRPH�WR�XV�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ��

We want to make it easier for them to deal with all the stuff they have to 
GHDO�ZLWK��:H�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�SXW�DOO�WKH�WRROV�WKH\�QHHG�LQ�WKHLU�WRROER[�WR�EH�
DEOH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�DQ\WKLQJ�µ�

6WXGHQWV�DW�1RUWK�3LWW�+LJK�6FKRRO�ZRUN�WR�IHHG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\��,Q�
response to Hurricane Matthew, which hit Pitt County in October 2016, 
North Pitt secured a $2,947 Future Farmers of America Living to Serve 
JUDQW�
+XUULFDQH�0DWWKHZ�DGYHUVHO\�DIIHFWHG�3LWW�&RXQW\·V�DJULFXOWXUH��1RUWK�

NORTH PITT HIGH SCHOOL
3LWW·V�))$�VWXGHQWV�GHFLGHG�WR�H[SDQG�LWV�JUHHQKRXVH�SURGXFWV�E\�DGGLQJ�
SURGXFH��7KH\�DOVR�H[SDQGHG�LWV�FKLFNHQ�RSHUDWLRQ�
6WXGHQWV�JURZ�WRPDWRHV��OHWWXFH��FROODUGV��UDGLVKHV��SHSSHUV�DQG�FRUQ��

7KH\�DOVR�JURZ�SLQHDSSOHV��SODQWV��EDVLO�DQG�PRUH��7KH�SURGXFWV�DUH�JLY-
en to the Bethel Food Hub, a local food pantry serving residents who live 

QRUWK�RI�WKH�ULYHU��7KLV�DUHD�RI�3LWW�
County does not have a grocery 
VWRUH�

Approximately 110 students are 
part of the FFA program, under the 
guidance of agriculture teacher 
DQG�))$�DGYLVHU�/DXUHQ�:LOPRW�

The students are also respon-
VLEOH� IRU� PDQQLQJ� WKH� VFKRRO·V�
chicken coop and handling the 
VDOHV�RI�IUHH�UDQJH�HJJV��&RVW�LV����
SHU�GR]HQ�
´,� OLNH� WKH� KDQGV�RQ� OHDUQLQJ�µ�

VDLG�ULVLQJ�MXQLRU�%URRNH�7HUU\�
Rising senior Amer Abdeljabbar 

DGGHG�� ´,·P� OHDUQLQJ� QHZ� WKLQJV��
OLNH�KRZ�WR�IHHG�FKLFNHQV�µ

Students are proud to be making 
D�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�
´,W�IHHOV�DZHVRPH�WR�KHOS�VRPH-

RQH�LQ�QHHG�µ�7HUU\�VDLG�
North Pitt hopes to expand its 

greenhouse products and FFA pro-
JUDPPLQJ�
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NORTHWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Northwest Elementary School hit the restart button in the 2017-18 

school year. Northwest will reopen under a new formula of teaching and 
learning in the 2018-19 school year. 

Similar to a Montessori concept, Northwest will develop via a person-
alized learning concept incorporating Go Grow initiatives. 

“For personalized learning, students will have individual goals to meet 
their learning needs,” said principal Tara Parker.

The formula for students in grades K-2 looks different than 3-5, she 
added. Reading and math will be taught on a personal-
ized learning formula with numerous clubs, activities 
and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts 
and math) projects incorporated into the classrooms.

“Hands-on learning gets students highly engaged. 
We want our students to take responsibility for their 
own learning and, as teachers, be facilitators,” Parker 
said. 

Students in grades K-2 will be “grouped based on 
reading levels,” she explained.

“We are breaking the grade level walls down,” 
Parker said, adding Northwest will also be given 
´PRUH�ÁH[LELOLW\µ�ZLWK�WZR�DGGLWLRQDO�ZHHNV�RI�VFKRRO�
added onto the end of the school year.

As a student masters the content, they will advance 
to the next level.

“Our staff is motivated. (This model) gives teach-
HUV�ÁH[LELOLW\��DQG�KDQGV�RQ�OHDUQLQJ�VSDUNV�FXULRVLW\��
which results in a love for learning,” Parker said. 

Students will enjoy coding and robotics, while 
learning math and reading skills.

“We want to see academic growth and a desire to be in school. We want 
to instill pride in our students, so they have the desire to achieve,” Parker 
said. 

The new personalized learning model will launch for grades K-2 in the 
2018-19 school year. Each year, an additional grade level will be added 
to the model. 

The Go Grow aspect of the restart will be school wide. Northwest is an 
open enrollment school.

Pactolus Elementary School hones in on music. It is home to the only 
steel drums department in the district.

Under the direction of general music and chorus teacher Kathy Smith 
and band and orchestra teacher Laura O’Neal, the music department is 
top-notch, according to principal Taylor Matkins.

Band and chorus are open to the school’s middle school students. Or-

PACTOLUS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
chestra becomes an option in the fourth grade. 

“We have limited resources, but students embrace music, and being part 
RI�EDQG��FKRUXV�DQG�RUFKHVWUD�DOORZV�WKHP�WR�ÀQG�D�QLFKH�µ�0DWNLQV�VDLG��
“Music connects students.”

Through a Perkins Foundation grant, Pactolus School launched a key-
board lab last school year. The lab exposes children to an instrument they 

may have not otherwise learned, Smith 
said. The school also has a guitar lab.

Many students cannot afford private les-
sons, but the labs give students the oppor-
tunity to “learn at their own pace,” Smith 
said.

“Our motto is: Every child can learn,” 
she said.

Seventy percent of Pactolus’ middle 
school students participate in the arts or 
music.

“That speaks volumes. Students want to 
participate,” Matkins said. 

Smith added, “We feed our own pro-
gram. The competitions drive the interest. 
In general music, students are learning 
keyboard and the steel drums. Soon the 
keyboard lab will be open to K-8 students. 
I’m so excited.”

Students can also participate in both 
elective courses.

“The arts make a well-rounded stu-
dent,” Smith said.
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RIDGEWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Ridgewood Elementary School is entering its second year of Go Grow, 

a program for academically gifted students. Through Go Grow, students 
work on virtual tool kits and learn how to code, along with other computer 
skills.

Students in grades K-5 are given various challenges and must learn how 
to collaborate with their classmates and problem solve. 

For example, students are tasked to build a circuit but are not given 
directions on how to build it.

“I enjoy the frustrations. It is challenging,” said rising third-grader 
Scarlett Salter.

In another challenge, students had the option to pick three materials and 
construct a house that could withstand wind simulated by a fan and then 
by a blow dryer.

Salter’s house survived 
the fan’s wind but col-
lapsed when the blow dry-
er gusts hit it.

Rising third-grader Car-
ter Davenport’s house sur-
vived both windstorms.

Go Grow class is held 
once a week during one 
class period and is some-
thing students look for-
ward to.

Ridgewood also offers 
STRIDE — Striving To-
ward Responsible Intellec-
tual Development Educa-

tion — for students in grades 4-5. This class is also held once a week but is 
an all-day class. STRIDE offers students “creative expression,” according 
to STRIDE teacher Becky Brinson.

Last school year’s theme was “Structures.” This year’s theme is “In-
ÁXHQFHV�µ

In the Structures curriculum, students were tasked to build a bridge. 
Broken into teams, each student had a role in the company they creat-
ed, including engineer, accountant, project director and builder. Students 
learned how to set a budget and manage it.

STRIDE student Jamari Hukins looks forward to the class each week.
“We have a great teacher who pushes us, and the students are nice 

enough to help each other problem solve,” he said. 
Go Grow and STRIDE 

challenge students to com-
plete independent work, Brin-
son said.

“The key is that it is a 
challenge, so our students 
can problem solve and work 
through it. We want our stu-
dents to think outside of two 
seconds. That creates prob-
lem-solvers,” Brinson said. 
“I am amazed daily by how 
the students process informa-
tion and think. We want them 
to try and know that it is OK 
to fail with a growth mindset 
that says, ‘I can’t do this yet.’”

H.B. Sugg and Sam D. Bundy Elementary Schools’ Club Fridays enters 
its third year in the 2018-19 school year.

“Our school motto is FUN — Foster leadership, Utilize technology, and 
give New experiences,” said principal Allison Setser. 

Club Fridays rewards students for meeting their academic goals and 
exposes them to new experiences, Setser said.

Students in grades K-2 participate in activities contained within 
their grade-level hallways, while students in grades 3-5 rotate activities 
throughout the entire school. Students get to select their top three club 
choices and are then placed in a 
club for a semester.

Club options include Science 
Olympiad, running, STEAM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts and math), crochet, 
softball, chess, yearbook, mov-
ie making and animation, Boys 
to Men Club, cooking, Junior 
Teachers Association, world 
travelers and more. 

Students have the opportunity 
to participate in two clubs over 
the course of the school year.

“Some students end up loving the club they chose, while others don’t 
OLNH� LW�� EXW�ZH� WU\� WR� WHDFK� WKHP�� ¶\RX� KDYH� WR� ÀQLVK�ZKDW� \RX� VWDUW�·µ�
Setser said.

School counselor Melissa Hastings added, “We see students pick up 
new hobbies and interests.”

Crochet is a “lost art,” Setser said.

SUGG-BUNDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
“But we will see students walking through our hallways crocheting 

away,” she said with a smile. 
Members in the Junior Teachers Association are responsible for school 

bulletin boards. Members in the World Travelers Club each have a pass-
port and travel to different countries through books and videos. The ad-
viser of this club also brings in various foods from different countries, so 
students can experience different cultures.

“Many of our students have not gone anywhere. This club allows them 
to experience culture a little bit, which is exciting to see,” Hastings said.

Club Fridays has also helped to decrease behavioral 
problems.

“Our students want to go to their club,” Hastings 
said, adding new bonds are also being created. “They 
are working with other staff members and students and 
have a new person to talk to.”

As principal, Club Fridays has also allowed Setser 
to see her staff in a different light.

“We have coaches who play chess; others who are 
musically inclined,” Setser said.
&OXE�)ULGD\V�LV�KHOG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW����PLQXWHV�RI�FODVV�

each Friday.
“It starts Friday off on a good note,” Hastings said. 
Learning should be fun and engaging, so students 

want to come to school, Setser said.
“Our students are learning in a FUN way, and it is cool to see them 

discover things they’re good at. Some, when they start aren’t that good at 
it, but they grow throughout the semester and get good.”

Setser added, “When things get hard they may want to quit, but we 
challenge them to keep trying something new.”
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SOUTH CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
South Central High School’s signature programs – Innovation, Art and 

Adobe — allow students to thrive and learn creatively.
“Cookie cutter programs don’t help. This allows kids to thrive at what 

they are good at, which hopefully helps them do well in class. All high 
schools should open up new programs to meet kids’ needs,” said principal 

Janarde Cannon. “Kids have abilities that sitting in a desk doesn’t bring 
out in them. It is about giving kids the opportunity to really express them-
selves the way they learn.”

South Central art students designed and built the props and decorations 
for Pitt County’s annual Teacher of the Year celebration, which also in-

cluded video recording the event.
“Innovation involves theoretical thinking, not 

necessarily the tinkering of tangible things,” Can-
non said. “Kids can create things all day long, but 
if you can get them to think about society issues 
… that is a huge piece of our Innovation course.”

Art courses include culinary arts, 3D technol-
ogy, digital photography, ceramics, welding and 
more.

Adobe video, digital technology and graphic 
design students create anything from DVD cases, 
CDs and posters to commercials, music videos and 
VKRUW�ÀOPV�

Paula Elks, South Central’s media coordinator 
and Innovation teacher, loves her job.

“I do something not many people are allowed to 
do. I let students drive their own learning. I teach 
them how to identify problems they care about and 
use their strengths and interests to solve the prob-
lem,” she said. 

Rising junior Marquita Horton has taken cours-
es in all three programs.

“The academics you can get at other schools, 
but nobody does art like we do,” she said.

Pitt County Schools is growing its Maker education approach — prob-
lem-based, project-based, hands-on, team-oriented experiences that teach 
problem solving skills.

South Greenville Elementary School’s media coordinator Katie Rich-
ardson is making Maker work in the smallest media center in the district. 

“You just focus on getting the job done and what is best for the kids,” 
Richardson said.

Bringing Maker into the media center has changed how she teaches 
and how she views what students are capable of. It has 
also made the media center less threatening to remedial 
students. 

“The media center can be intimidating if you have 
been behind in reading since you were in kindergarten, 
which can create anxiety and turn into behavior issues,” 
she said.

South Greenville Elementary is modeling the co-teach-
ing concept this year.

“It has revolutionized the way I’m doing it,” Richard-
son said, adding students who were previously not par-
ticipating are now eager. “I’m teaching with the teacher.”

Co-teaching allows teachers and media coordinators to 
combine curriculum with literacy, Richardson said. 

For example, they team up to tie in a math unit on mea-
surements with designing an eating utensil for the giant 
in the book, “The BFG.”

“My roots are literacy, and I wanted to grow our kids 
LQ�ÀQGLQJ�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�UHDG�DQG�EHFRPH�SDVVLRQ-
ate readers. … Maker has transformed kids’ experience 
in the media program,” Richardson said.

SOUTH GREENVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
'XULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�JUDGH�XQLW�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�PDJQHWLVP��VWXGHQWV�URWDWH�

WKURXJK�ÀYH�VWDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�PDNLQJ�PDJQHWLF�VOLPH��PDJQHWLF�GXVW�DQG�
designing an underground marble run using magnets. Students focus on 
computer coding with tiny toy robots called Ozobots.
´7KH\�ÀJXUH�LW�RXW��DQG�LW�EHFRPHV�VWXGHQW�OHG�µ�5LFKDUGVRQ�VDLG�
Principal Lakeesha Lynch added, “It is amazing to watch them doing 

this. It is basic engineering at such an early age. It’s a new approach to 
media.”
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STOKES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Stokes Elementary School is among the 10 percent of the world’s 

schools with the  Lighthouse School distinction. Internationally, there are 
3,186 Leader in Me Schools of which only 370 are Lighthouse Schools.

As a Leader in Me School, Stokes worked toward the status this past 
year, which was awarded in May. In North Carolina, Stokes School was 
WKH�ÀUVW�/HDGHU�LQ�0H�6FKRRO�HDVW�RI�,����DQG�WKH�RQO\�RQH�LQ�3LWW�&RXQW\��
according to principal Jennifer Johnson. 
´:H�DUH�D�VFKRRO�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�ÀQG�D�YRLFH�µ�VKH�

VDLG��H[SODLQLQJ�/HDGHU�LQ�0H�VFKRROV�HPERG\�)UDQNOLQ�&RYH\·V�´7KH���
+DELWV�RI�+LJKO\�(IIHFWLYH�3HRSOH�µ�6WXGHQWV�DUH�WDXJKW�OHDGHUVKLS�VNLOOV�
DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\��(DFK�VWXGHQW�KDV�D�GXW\�RU�MRE�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VFKRRO��7KH\�

hold this position for nine weeks. Jobs include classroom greeter, tour 
guide, recorder, announcer and more.

Each student also has an accountability partner. For example, if stu�
dents are assigned to read 10 books in nine weeks, the partners encourage 
RQH�DQRWKHU�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKH�WDVN��7KH�SDUWQHUV�KROG�ZHHNO\�PHHWLQJV�DQG�
VKDUH�SRVLWLYH�UHLQIRUFHPHQW��-RKQVRQ�VDLG�
/DVW�VFKRRO�\HDU��IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO·V�KLVWRU\�DV�D�/HDGHU�

in Me School, community members and businesses partnered with the 
VFKRRO�WR�IROORZ�WKH�VHYHQ�KDELWV�
7KH�VHYHQ�KDELWV�DUH�SDUW�RI�*UDG\�:KLWH�%RDWV·�DQG�3DQGD�([SUHVV·�

HPSOR\HH� KDQGERRNV�� %RWK� FRPSDQLHV� DUH� KLJKO\� VXSSRUWLYH� RI� WKH�
school, Johnson said.
2QH�RI�WKH�VHYHQ�KDELWV�LV�´ÀUVW�WKLQJV�ÀUVW�µ
“Students know when they get home they need 

WR� VWDUW� WKHLU� KRPHZRUN�� WKHQ� WKH\� FDQ� KDYH� IXQ�µ�
Johnson said, adding it is the same system at school 
with recess at the end of the day after all work is 
FRPSOHWHG��´)LUVW�WKLQJV�ÀUVW�µ
7KH� VFKRRO�HPEUDFHV� LWV�0RWLYDWLRQDO�0RQGD\V��

ZKHUH� VWXGHQWV� OHDG� GLVFXVVLRQV� DERXW� WKH� VHYHQ�
KDELWV�� (DFK� GD\� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� PLQXWHV� LV� VHW�
DVLGH� IRU� )RFXV�7LPH�� ZKHQ� VWXGHQWV� ZULWH� UHÁHF�
tions regarding instances where they used a habit or 
GLG�QRW�XVH�D�KDELW�DQG�KRZ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�PD\�KDYH�
resulted in a different outcome had they used a habit.
´2XU�VWXGHQWV�DUH�OHDUQLQJ�WR�EH�SURDFWLYH�UDWKHU�

WKDQ�UHDFWLYH��7KH\�DUH�OHDUQLQJ�WR�EH�SUREOHP�VROY�
HUV�DQG�WR�WKLQN�FULWLFDOO\��7KH\�DUH�OHDUQLQJ�WR�¶EH�
JLQ�ZLWK�WKH�HQG�LQ�PLQG�·µ�-RKQVRQ�VDLG��UHIHUULQJ�
to another habit.
:KHQ� D� VWXGHQW� HQWHUV� 6WRNHV�� WKH� ´HQGµ� LV� WR�

JUDGXDWH� IURP� HLJKWK� JUDGH�� 7KHQ� WKH� ´HQGµ� LV� WR�
graduate from high school and then college, she 
added.
´:H�ZDQW�RXU�VWXGHQWV�WR�VHHN�ÀUVW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�

and then to be understood. We want them to be ac�
WLYH� OLVWHQHUV�� VR� WKH\� FDQ� EH� SURGXFWLYH� LQ� OLIH�µ�
Johnson said. 

Synergizing and collaboration are other key com�
SRQHQWV� RI� WKH� VHYHQ� KDELWV�� ´$OO� EUDLQV� WRJHWKHU��
<RX� FDQ� KDYH� RQH� SHUVRQ�ZLWK� ÀYH� LGHDV�� EXW� WZR�
SHRSOH� FDQ� JHQHUDWH� ���µ� -RKQVRQ� VDLG�� ´:H�ZDQW�
RXU� VWXGHQWV� WR�KDYH� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�YRLFH� WKHLU�
RSLQLRQ� DQG� LGHDV�� WR� JHW� DQG� JLYH� IHHGEDFN�� DQG�
KDYH�D�VD\�LQ�WKHLU�VFKRRO�µ

As a Leader in Me School, Stokes staff is also 
teaching students to be responsible for their emo�
tions.
´7KH\�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�LQ�FRQWURO�RI��¶+H�VDLG�

WKLV�·� ¶+H�PDGH�PH�PDG�·� ¶+H� GLG� WKLV�·µ� -RKQVRQ�
VDLG��DGGLQJ�WDNLQJ�WKH�DQJOH�RI�´,µ�FDQ�FKDQJH�RQH·V�
DWWLWXGH�DQG�EHKDYLRU��´¶,�IHOW�DQJU\�·�,W�LV�DERXW�RZQ�
ing your mistakes and feelings and controlling the 
RXWFRPH�DQG�UHFRJQL]LQJ�\RX�KDYH�RSWLRQV�µ
%HKDYLRUDO�LVVXHV�KDYH�GHFUHDVHG�VLQFH�EHFRPLQJ�

a Leader in Me School three years ago, according 
to Johnson.
´3RLVH� KDV� LQFUHDVHG�� 2XU� VWXGHQWV� XQGHUVWDQG�

their part in the school — and the bigger picture. 
7KH\�WKLQN�WZLFH�DERXW�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�DQG�FKRLFHV�µ�
she said.

Stokes Elementary School is an open enrollment 
school.
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WAHL-COATES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
With the acquisition of a full-time theater teacher, Wahl-Coates Ele-

mentary School has fully implemented its school of the arts designation. 
All students are required to take theater, which culminated in the produc-
tions of “Alice in Wonderland” in fall 2017 and “Wizard of Oz” in May 
2018.

All second and third grade students are required to take a class in 
“Strings” or stringed instruments.

“We start them off with the Suzuki method of teaching strings and we 
work our way up to more advanced methods. The kids generally love it,” 
VDLG�SULQFLSDO�0DUW\�%DNHU��´:H�KDYH�IRXUWK�DQG�ÀIWK�JUDGH�RUFKHVWUD�µ

Wahl-Coates incorporates the arts in its entire cur-
riculum, whether that is in music, chorus, orchestra, art 
and theater classes, or when the arts teachers are invit-
ed into regular classrooms to add to a math, English or 
science lesson. 

“It takes the content of what we need to teach and do-
ing it in a little bit different way,” Baker said. “It keeps 
it very interesting and exciting.”

The arts continue after school with an advanced art, 
music and theater program for Wahl-Coates students 
as well as the public. It incorporates partnerships with 
East Carolina University professors, students and vis-
iting artists. Students may also learn to play piano or 
guitar, learn art techniques or participate in Storybook 
Theater.

As the school’s arts coordinator, Dawn Wilson orga-
nizes an abundance of opportunities for students to be 
exposed to professional artists of all types, including 
musicians, sculptors, blacksmiths, potters, book illus-

trators and more. In addition, every student attends some sort of perfor-
mance during the school year.

In addition to making general subjects more interesting, learning all 
about the arts, music, art and theater teaches students discipline and soft 
skills like paying attention, listening carefully and coordinating their ef-
forts with those around them, Baker said. 

Wilson, who also is the school’s music teacher, knows the value of arts 
in education.

“The arts are where the kids can really be themselves and be successful. 
There is no right or wrong answer, and they can be creative,” she said.

The four teachers who teach third grade at W.H. Robinson Elementary 
School, A’mia Pope, Erin Davis, Bailee Corey and Amanda Monroe, have 
an innovative project with a real-world application to help their students 
understand how the world’s economy works.

In their social studies economics unit, students differentiate wants and 
needs, compare cost of goods and work with currency.

Students are taught how to be entrepreneurs, which includes how to 
develop a business plan and how to produce and market their product. 

Teachers also invite local business owners into the classroom to talk to 
the 8- and 9-year olds about their product or service, how they got started, 
the business decisions they had to make and all that owning a business 
involves.

The lesson culminates in all four of the third grade classes coming to-
gether to hold Market Day. 

Leading up to Market 
Day, students are given 
the opportunity to “earn” 
spending money resem-
bling authentic U.S. paper 
currency but oversized. 
Demonstrating good behav-
ior and meeting classroom 
expectations earns students 
Market Day money. Turn-
ing in homework every day 
may earn a student $10. 
Being kind to a classmate 
might result in a $2 reward.

This is where students 

W.H. ROBINSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
are given the opportunity to put into practical use what they have learned. 

Each classroom becomes a market, where some students play the role 
of merchants, setting up vendor booths, complete with hand-made posters 
advertising their product and prices. 

Other students are customers. The students visit each classroom to shop 
for various handcrafted products, such as one-of-a-kind works of art, pa-
per airplanes, jewelry or decorated pencils.

The exchanging of money as they buy and sell also gives students the 
opportunity to make practical application of math skills.

“I’m broke,” announced one student who had learned the consequences 
of impulse buying.

Rising fourth-grader Molly Bulvanoski was a merchant of the popular 
toy known as slime, a fun gooey substance that drips and runs, which she 

made from sodium borate (the laundry prod-
uct Borax), water and white glue. By adding 
coloring and glitter, she was able to offer 
customers a variety to choose from.

“Because I had pretty big containers of 
slime, if I sold it for $1, it would be too low. 
So I went up to $4,” Bulvanoski said. “I like 
that you got to feel what it’s like when people 
buy your stuff. They really liked it.”

Rising fourth-grader Kate Wallen made 
bracelets from rubber bands and beads, 
which she sold for $5 each.

“I got to learn how exciting it is when peo-
ple come up to buy something and you have 
to give them change back,” she said, adding 
LW�ZDV�IXQ�WR�DGG�XS�KHU�SURÀWV�
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WINTERGREEN PRIMARY & INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS
Cathy Kirkland is principal at one of two Pitt County twin schools, 

Wintergreen Primary and Intermediate Schools.
"We are the third largest in student population behind two high schools 

and one of two elementary schools in the district that has a B rating," she 
said with pride.
:LQWHUJUHHQ� LV� D� OHDGHU� LQ� WKH�GLVWULFW� LQ� UHDGLQJ�SURÀFLHQF\�DQG�KDV�

adopted a unique approach to the Accelerated Reader program.
"We began looking at the number of words read in an effort to increase 

students' reading motivation," Kirkland said.
Counting the number of words read makes reading 

achievement more exciting.
Wintergreen began a Millionaire Word Wall for the 

ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ����������7KH�ZDOO�FRQVLVWV�RI�D�URZ�RI�ODUJH�
photos of students who have reached word number 
JRDOV�DW� LQFUHPHQWDO�OHYHOV�IURP���������ZRUGV�XS�WR�
several millions of words.

“We run a report at the end of every nine weeks. 
&KLOGUHQ�WKDW�KDYH�UHDG�EHWZHHQ���������DQG���������
are grouped, and we take a picture. … You have to work 
really hard to read that many words,” Kirkland said. 

Wintergreen Primary Instructional Coach Krista 
Bunting added, “Every school has Accelerated Reader, 
EXW�WKLV�PDNHV�LW�VR�PXFK�PRUH�H[FLWLQJ��7KH�NLGV�DUH�
VR� LQYHVWHG��7KH\�ZDQW� WR�JHW�XS�RQ� WKDW�ZDOO�� ,I�\RX�
JHW�WR�D�PLOOLRQ�ZRUGV��\RX�JHW�D�7�VKLUW��(YHQ�NLGV�WKDW�
didn’t really care about making their point goal are now 
reading books in the hallway.”
.LUNODQG� VDLG�� �6WXGHQWV� ZLOO� VD\�� 
7KLV� ERRN� KDV�

�������ZRUGV��,I�,�UHDG�WKLV�ERRN�ZHOO�DQG�SDVV�WKH�$F�

celerated Reader test, I can get to the next category.’”
7KH�PXOWL�PLOOLRQDLUH�UHDGHUV�HDUQ�DQ�´HYHQ�PRUH�VSDUNO\µ�7�VKLUW��VKH�

added. 
“For next year, we may combine some of the categories because it’s 

getting to be really big,” Kirkland said. 
0HGLD� FRRUGLQDWRU� .HOOLH�:LOOLDPV� DGGHG�� ´,·YH� GHÀQLWHO\� VHHQ� VWX�

GHQWV�JHW�H[FLWHG�DERXW�PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�ERRNV��7KH\�DUH�QRW�VK\LQJ�DZD\�
from the bigger books.”

67(0��VFLHQFH��WHFKQRORJ\��HQJLQHHULQJ�DQG�PDWK��HGXFDWLRQ�LV�D�NH\�
IRFXV�DW�:HOOFRPH�0LGGOH�6FKRRO��ZKLFK�KDV�WKUHH�67(0�FODVVHV��0DNHU�
DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�WKH�PHGLD�FHQWHU�DQG�PRQWKO\�VFKRRO�ZLGH�67(0�)ULGD\V��,W�
KDV�D�/(*2�URERWLFV�WHDP�DQG�VHYHUDO�67(0�UHODWHG�FOXEV��0RVW�WHDFKHUV�
KDYH�EHHQ�WUDLQHG��DQG�WKH�VFKRRO·V�67(0�FRXQFLO�LQFOXGHV�ORFDO�LQGXV�
tries. 

“We are fortunate that we are right down here where the businesses 
DQG�LQGXVWULHV�DUH�µ�VDLG�67(0�FRRUGLQDWRU�3DP�)HUULV��UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�
school’s location on Memorial Drive in Greenville.

WELLCOME MIDDLE SCHOOL
Principal Kim Harris added, “Our students also get to tour industries 

WKURXJK�WKHLU�67(0�FODVVHV�KHUH�µ
Most students have no clue what the industries in their community do 

or what future jobs are available to them, Harris said.
$W�WKH�VFKRRO·V�67(0�HQJLQHHULQJ�IDLU�� LQGXVWULHV�SURYLGHG�HQJDJLQJ�

GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��7KH\�DOVR�YLVLW�FODVVURRPV�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�
Grants have helped the school acquire tools and other materials.
“It is amazing what the kids can pick up and do if the resources are 

PDGH�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHP�µ�)HUULV�VDLG��´67(0�)ULGD\�DOORZV�WHDFKHUV�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\� GR� IXQ�� KDQGV�RQ� WKLQJV� ZLWK� 67(0� WKDW� WKH\�
can’t always afford the time to do in class.”
2QH� 67(0� )ULGD\� ZDV� WKH� FXOPLQDWLRQ� RI� VFKRRO�ZLGH�

UHDGLQJ�RI� WKH�P\VWHU\�PXUGHU�QRYHO� ´7KUHH�7LPHV�/XFN\�µ�
which engaged students in various crime scene investigations 
related to the book.
6L[WK� JUDGH� VWXGHQWV� FRPSOHWHG� PHVVDJH� FRGLQJ� DQG� ÀQ�

gerprinting with authentic N.C. Bureau of Investigation staff. 
Seventh graders learned about blood spatter and ink analysis, 
while eighth graders learned all about facial recognition.
´7KH�NLGV�KDYH�VR�PXFK�IXQ�WKH\�GRQ·W�HYHQ�UHDOL]H�WKH\·UH�

learning stuff,” Ferris said.
´67(0� LVQ·W� MXVW� SURMHFW� EDVHG�� 7KH\� QHHG� WR� EH� DEOH� WR�

solve problems and use the engineering design process. In�
dustries have told us employees need to know how to work 
together and talk to each other. A lot of this is workforce de�
velopment to help the kids become aware of the careers that 
are available in our area, to get them interested and know what 
LV�D�JRRG�ÀW�IRU�WKHP��,QGXVWULHV�ZDQW�ORFDO�SHRSOH��7KH\�KDYH�
better employee retention.”
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